QUICK REFERENCE TO SPECIES CHECKLIST FIELDS

	PARK STATUS

	Present in Park
	Extremely high confidence in park; Current, verifiable evidence exists; Extant

	Probably Present
	Very high confidence in park; Verifiable evidence may exist, but not current; Park within range; Appropriate habitat exists; Adjacent to park

	Unconfirmed
	Very low to high confidence in park; Verifiable evidence may exist, but not current or insufficient

	Encroaching
	Extremely low confidence in park; Adjacent to park; Verifiable evidence may exist, but not current

	Historic
	Extremely low confidence in park; Verifiable evidence exists but not current

	False Report
	Extremely low confidence in park; Evidence exists, but cannot be sufficiently verified

	NA
	Not applicable

	ABUNDANCE – ANIMALS

	Abundant
	Seen daily in appropriate habitat/season; Large numbers

	Common
	Seen daily in appropriate habitat/season; Not in large numbers

	Uncommon
	Seen monthly in appropriate habitat/season; Locally common

	Rare
	Seen only a few times each year

	Occasional
	Seen every few years, but not every year

	Unknown
	Unknown

	NA
	Not applicable

	ABUNDANCE – PLANTS

	Abundant
	Large numbers; Habitats covering large portion of park

	Common
	Large numbers; Habitats not covering large portion of park

	Uncommon
	Few to moderate numbers; Sporadic; Habitats uncommon in park

	Rare
	Few individuals; Habitats rare

	Unknown
	Unknown

	NA
	Not applicable

	RESIDENCY – ANIMALS ONLY

	Breeder
	Reproduces

	Resident
	Non-breeder; Two months/year

	Migratory
	Non-breeder; Migratory; Less than two months/year

	Vagrant
	Park outside normal range

	Unknown
	Unknown

	NA
	Not applicable

	NATIVITY

	Native
	Native; includes endemic or indigenous

	Non-Native
	Non-native

	Unknown
	Unknown

	NA
	Not applicable

	CULTIVATION – NON-NATIVE ONLY

	Cultivated
	Cultivated in the park

	Persistent
	Persistent from a cultivation in the park

	Not Cultivated
	Not cultivated in the park

	Unknown
	Unknown

	NA
	Not applicable


	PARK-SPECIES LIST



	Label


	Definition
	Comments

	PARK-SPECIES LIST


	The list of organisms for each park and associated information such as checklist fields, management fields


	

	Checklist Fields
	Information commonly associated with species checklists including Park-Status, Abundance, Residency, Nativity and Cultivation.
	The possible values for each of the Checklist Fields are mutually exclusive.  Therefore, every name on a park’s lists should have a value for each of the Checklist Fields.  Additionally, the checklist fields are intended to be kept as current as reasonably possible and apply to the current boundary of the park unit.  It is recognized that the value of one or more checklist fields for an organism may not be known with certainty at any given point in time.  Additionally, the values that are assigned at any given point in time may vary by the individual that assigned them and their knowledge, and the availability and currency of evidence in NPSpecies, and elsewhere, at the time of the assignment.  Consequently, “Unknown” and/or “NA” are valid values for each checklist field.  The NPSpecies QA procedures accommodate this uncertainty and variability in developing current, complete and accurate species checklists.

	Park Status
	The current status of each species in each park.
	Applicable only to organisms with the Local List checkbox checked.  The possible values reflect a combination of confidence, and availability and currency of verifiable evidence in NPSpecies.

	Present in Park
	Species' occurrence in park is documented and assumed to be extant.
	Extremely high confidence that the species is currently in the park.  A current, verifiable reference, voucher or observation is included in NPSpecies.

	Probably Present
	Park is within species' range and contains appropriate habitat.  Documented occurrences of the species in the adjoining region of the park give reason to suspect that it probably occurs within the park.  The degree of probability may vary within this category, including species that range from common to rare.
	Very high confidence that the organism is currently in the park.  Verifiable evidence may exist in NPSpecies, but is not considered current enough to elevate the status to Present in Park.  Efforts should be made to obtain current, verifiable evidence in NPSpecies to elevate the Park Status to “Present in Park”.  If reasonable efforts to obtain current, verifiable evidence are unsuccessful, then the Park Status should be changed to Unconfirmed, Historic, Encroaching or False Report as applicable.

	Unconfirmed
	Included for the park based on weak ("unconfirmed record") or no evidence, giving minimal indication of the species' occurrence in the park.
	Any confidence from very low to high that the organism is currently in the park.  Verifiable evidence may exist in NPSpecies, but it is not considered sufficient enough to elevate the status to “Probably Present”, nor current enough to elevate the status to “Present in Park”.  Efforts should be made to obtain current, verifiable evidence in NPSpecies to elevate the Park Status to “Present in Park”.  If reasonable efforts to obtain current, verifiable evidence are unsuccessful, then the Park Status should be changed to Historic, Encroaching or False Report as applicable.

	Encroaching
	The species is not documented in the park, but is documented as being adjacent to the park and has potential to occur in the park.
	Extremely low confidence that the organism is currently in the park, but extremely high confidence that the organism is currently adjacent to the park.  Verifiable evidence may exist in NPSpecies documenting the occurrence in the park, but it is not current.  Potential invasive organisms are good candidates for this Park Status designation, either before they enter a park or after they have been eliminated from a park.

	Historic
	Species' historical occurrence in the park is documented, but recent investigations indicate that the species is now probably absent.
	Extremely low confidence that the organism is currently in the park.  Verifiable evidence exists in NPSpecies, but is not current.  Extinct, extirpated or eliminated species are candidates for a Historic Park Status designation.

	False Report
	Species previously reported to occur within the park, but current evidence indicates that the report was based on a misidentification, a taxonomic concept no longer accepted, or some other similar problem of interpretation.
	Extremely low confidence that the organism is currently in the park.  Evidence exists in NPSpecies, but it cannot be sufficiently verified.

	NA
	Not Applicable - Park-Status does not apply to the scientific name for the park.
	The NA value prevents null values from appearing in NPSpecies and applies to 2 primary situations:

1) An outdated scientific name that is not used in the locale of the park for an organism, but is in NPSpecies for a park because of the inclusion of vouchers, observations or references that use the name.  Note that outdated names are reconciled in NPSpecies with the LOCAL CLASSIFICATION system.

2) Vouchers, observations or references that use the name have not been identified at the species level or lower, but are included in NPSpecies with the name of a higher taxonomic rank than the species level.  The names of these higher level taxonomic ranks will disappear from NPSpecies if the evidence of the respective name are identified to the species level or lower, and are changed appropriately in NPSpecies.

	Abundance
	The current abundance of each organism in each park.
	Applicable only to organisms with the Local List checkbox checked and a Park Status of "Present in Park".  The values attempt to balance abundance with suitable habitat, and temporal/behavioral considerations.  In practice, the entered value should apply (although there are numerous exceptions) to the abundance in the most suitable habitat of the organism, and at the time that the organism is engaged in its principle behavior in (e.g. breeding, migrating, hibernating, etc.), or most important behavior to, the park.  A future generation of NPSpecies will address the coding of Abundance (and associated Residency) to separate out the temporal and behavioral aspects.  The Data Source field for Abundance is available to provide a citation that specifically addresses abundance in more detail.

	Abundant
	Animals: May be seen daily, in suitable habitat and season, and counted in relatively large numbers.  Plants: Large number of individuals; wide ecological amplitude or occurring in habitats covering a large portion of the park.
	

	Common
	Animals: May be seen daily, in suitable habitat and season, but not in large numbers.  Plants: Large numbers of individuals predictably occurring in commonly encountered habitats but not those covering a large portion of the park.
	

	Uncommon
	Animals: Likely to be seen monthly in appropriate season/habitat.  May be locally common.  Plants: Few to moderate numbers of individuals; occurring either sporadically in commonly encountered habitats or in uncommon habitats.
	

	Rare
	Animals: Present, but usually seen only a few times each year.  Plants: Few individuals, usually restricted to small areas of rare habitat.
	

	Occasional
	Animals: Occurs in the park at least once every few years, but not necessarily every year.  Plants: Not applicable.
	

	Unknown
	Abundance unknown.
	

	NA
	Not Applicable – Abundance does not apply to the scientific name in the park.
	All names on a park’s list that do not have a Park Status of “Present in Park” should have a Residency of “NA”.

	Residency
	Current residency classification for each ANIMAL species in each park.
	Applicable only to ANIMALS with the Local List checkbox checked and a Park Status of "Present in Park".  The values attempt to balance temporal and behavioral considerations.  In practice, the entered value should apply (although there are numerous exceptions) to the residency of the organism at the time that the organism is engaged in its principle behavior (e.g. breeding, migrating, hibernating, etc.) in, or most important behavior to, the park.  A future generation of NPSpecies will address the coding of Residency (and associated Abundance) to separate out the temporal and behavior aspects.  The Data Source field for Residency is available to provide a citation that specifically addresses Residency in more detail.

	Breeder
	Population reproduces in the park.
	

	Resident
	A significant population is maintained in the park for more than two months each year, but it is not known to breed there.
	

	Migratory
	Migratory species that occurs in park approximately two months or less each year and does not breed there.
	

	Vagrant
	Park is outside of the species' usual range.
	

	Unknown
	Residency status in park is unknown.
	

	NA
	Not Applicable – Residency does not apply to the scientific name in the park.
	All names on a park’s list that do not have a Park Status of “Present in Park” should have a Residency of “NA”.

	Nativity
	Nativity classification for each organism for each park.
	Applicable only to organisms with the Local List checkbox checked.  If the park-status of an organism is not “Present in Park”, then nativity represents the nativity if the organism were eventually confirmed in the park.

	Native
	The organism is native, or would be native, to the park (either endemic or indigenous).
	

	Non-Native
	The organism is not native, or would not be native, to the park (neither endemic nor indigenous).  
	Cultivated organisms as defined under the Cultivation field are also considered non-native.

	Unknown
	Nativity is unknown relative to the park.
	

	NA
	Not Applicable
	Applies to names that do not represent organism names for the locale of the park.

	Cultivation
	Cultivation classification for each non-native organism in each park.
	Applicable only to organisms with the Local List checkbox checked, a Park Status of "Present in Park" or "Probably Present" and a Nativity of “Non-Native”.  Cultivation is intended to distinguish between non-native organisms that were introduced as part of a park’s mission, and non-native organisms that occur in the park naturally.  Cultivation was not intended to apply to organisms that are cultivated for landscape purposes and have not persisted into the natural environment, for example plants in gardens or terrariums, or animals in enclosures.  In general, NPSpecies was not intended to include controlled, “domestic” organisms.

	Cultivated
	A non-native species that is currently cultivated in the park.
	

	Persistent
	A non-native species that persists in the park (either reproducing or non-reproducing) from a previous cultivation in the park.
	

	Not Cultivated
	A non-native species that is not currently cultivated in the park.
	

	Unknown
	A non-native species for which the cultivation in the park is currently unknown.
	

	NA
	Not Applicable – Cultivation does not apply to the non-native scientific name in the park.
	All names on a park’s list that do not have a Park Status of “Present in Park” or “Probably Present” and a Nativity of “Non-native” should have a Cultivation of “NA”.

	Management Fields


	Information related to the management of organisms at a park such as Weedy Plant, Pest, Management Priority and Exploitation Concern.


	Applicable only to organisms with the Local List checkbox checked.

	Weedy Plant?
	Yes/No field for plant species only.  Plant species are considered "weedy" or "invasive" if they (a) occur almost exclusively in disturbed habitats, (b) relatively recently occupied natural habitats in competition with native species, or (c) occur across a broad range of ecological conditions.
	The definition of Weedy Plant has been found to be too general to be of use from both an ecological and managerial perspective.  The Pest field was added to provide a narrower definition that was specifically oriented to management.  No similarly narrow counterpart to the ecological aspects of the definition of Weedy Plant is currently in NPSpecies.

	Pest?
	Yes/No if a species is a “pest” in the park.  “Pests are living organisms that interfere with the purposes or management objectives of a specific site within a park, or that jeopardize human health and safety.” (NPS Management Policies 2001. Section 4.4.5.1)
	Organisms identified by the park’s Chief of Natural Resources or Invasive Species Management Team, or addressed in a park’s Resource Management Plan or APCAM database are good candidates for having Pest checked in NPSpecies.

	Management Priority?
	Yes/No flag if a species is a management priority in the park.
	Organisms identified by the park’s chief of Natural Resources or addressed in a park’s Resource Management Plan are good candidates for having Management Priority checked in NPSpecies.

	Exploitation Concern
	Yes/No if a species is an exploitation concern in the park.
	Organisms identified by a park’s law enforcers or contained within the Critical Incident Report System database are good candidates for having the Exploitation Concern checked in NPSpecies.
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