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Certification of Species Checklists in NPSpecies

Mark A. Wotawa

DRAFT:  November 6, 2002

This form documents the review and certification of species lists from the online NPSpecies database and should be completed after each review is conducted for a species list of a park.  The responses will become a permanent part of the NPSpecies database so users will always be able to determine the quality of the various species lists at any point in time.  The form should be completed cooperative by an appropriate NPS employee (the “submitter”) and local experts well versed in the biology, taxonomy and nomenclature of species and their names at the respective parks.

There are 4 sections to this form: Submitter, Scope, Certification, and Qualification.  All sections need to be completed.  See the documents entitled Guidelines for Review and Certification of NPSpecies and Monitoring Biodiversity Using NPSpecies (both in development as of 11/1/2002) for additional information.  

Return completed forms to the following (preferably by email):

Mark Wotawa

National Park Service

1201 Oakridge Drive, Suite 200

Fort Collins, CO 80525

mark_wotawa@nps.gov 

SUBMITTER

The submitter is the appropriate NPS individual who is authorized to manage data in NPSpecies and submit this form for inclusion in NPSpecies. See the NPSpecies web page http://www.nature.nps.gov/im/apps/npspp for a list of individuals (under development as of November 1, 2002).  The information provided in this section will be for internal communication purposes only and will not become a permanent part of the NPSpecies database.

M1)
Specify whether this certification form refers to the data in an accompanying MS Access file of NPSpecies that needs to be uploaded to the online version or that this certification form refers to the data that is already online.

____ Refers to data in the accompanying file.

____ Refers to data already online.

M2)
First Name _____________________________________________________________

M3)
Last Name ______________________________________________________________

M4)
Area Code and Phone Number ______________________________________________

M5)
Email __________________________________________________________________

M6)
NPS Affiliation (e.g. park, regional office, support office) _________________________

M7)
Position _________________________________________________________________

SCOPE

This section defines the scope of the certification.  This information is necessary because different individuals may certify different lists or different data on different dates, depending on resources and expertise.

NOTE: IF THE RESPONSES IN THE CERTIFICATION SECTION OF THIS FORM DO NOT APPLY TO ALL OF THE ENTRIES LISTED IN THIS SECTION, THEN SEPARATE FORMS NEED TO BE COMPLETED.

S1) Enter the date of this certification: ______________________

S2) Enter the names and affiliations of the individuals that participated in this certification:

	Name
	Affiliation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


S3) List the parks, check the taxa categories, and provide any details that this certification applies to.  

	Park
	Bird
	Fish
	Mam.
	Amph.
	Rep.
	V. Plnt.
	Details

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


S4) Specify whether this certification applies to all species on the list or to only the subset of non-native species on the list.  This is to accommodate the more frequent review and certification of non-native lists that currently occurs in practice.

___All Species   ___Only Non-Native Species

S5) Enter any citation for any accompanying documents produced in support of this certification.  Note that these documents should be cataloged in the Natural Resource Bibliography, NatureBib so that they can be linked to this certification.

	Citations

	

	


 CERTIFICATION

This section provides the actual certification of completeness and accuracy of the values in field-elements of the NPSpecies database.  It is understood that the following certification is based upon the current knowledge of the participants combined with the current information that was available while reviewing the NPSpecies database for certification.  No species list will ever be 100% complete and accurate from every potential reviewer’s perspective.

NOTE: IF THE CERTIFICATION THAT FOLLOWS DOES NOT APPLY TO ALL OF THE ENTRIES IN THE SCOPE SECTION OF THIS THEN SEPARATE FORMS NEED TO BE COMPLETED.

	C1) ___Yes ___No

List Completeness: The names on the list(s) include all the names (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) that apply to the park regardless of the Park-Status.  It is understood that by design, the list(s) in NPSpecies may include additional names due to taxonomic issues such as name changes, synonyms, lumping/splitting, etc. as a result of the inclusion of legacy data in the database.

Details on certification of List Completeness: 



	C2) ___Yes ___No

Local List: The Local List checkbox has been checked for all appropriate names on the list (or all of the subset of non-native name(s) if item S4 above applies), and has been reviewed for accuracy. It is understood that by design, the Local List checkbox identifies the names from the complete list above that are used locally to identify and reflect the actual physical entities in the park when synonym names or subspecies, varieties and forma names may also exist in the database.

Details on certification of Local List: 



	C3) ___Yes ___No

Park-Status: The Park-Status field has an entry for every name on the list (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) and has been reviewed for accuracy.

Details on certification of Park-Status: 



	C4) ___Yes ___No

Abundance: The Abundance field has an entry for every name on the list (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) and has been reviewed for accuracy.  Note that “Unknown” is a choice for Abundance in NPSpecies.

Details on certification of Abundance: 



	C5) ___Yes ___No

Residency: The Residency field has an entry for every vertebrate name on the list (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) and has been reviewed for accuracy.  Note that “Unknown” is a choice for Residency in NPSpecies.

Details on certification of Residency: 



	C6) ___Yes ___No

Nativity: The Nativity field has an entry for every name on the list (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) and has been reviewed for accuracy.  Note that “Unknown” is a choice for Nativity in NPSpecies.

Details on certification of Nativity: 



	C7) ___Yes ___No

Cultivation: The Cultivation field has an entry for every non-native name on the list (or all of the subset of non-native names if item S4 above applies) and has been reviewed for accuracy.  Note that “Unknown” is a choice for Cultivation in NPSpecies.

Details on certification of Cultivation: 




QUALIFICATION

This section qualifies this certification relative to previous certifications.  Qualifying the certification is necessary if NPSpecies is used to monitor biodiversity of park units (see the document entitled Monitoring Biodiversity Using NPSpecies for additional information (in development as of 11/1/2002).  In the future, the complete certification history will be available on the online NPSpecies database to facilitate the completion of this section.

Q1)  ___Yes   ___No   ___Unknown

Did any of the park boundaries that this certification applies to change since the last certification?  If so, specify the parks, check the taxa categories that may have been affected and provide any details.

	Park
	Bird
	Fish
	Mam.
	Amph.
	Rep.
	V. Plnt.
	Details

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Q2)  ___Yes   ___No   ___Unknown
 Did a new survey/inventory occur since the last certification on any of the taxa categories at any of the parks that this certification applies to?  If so, specify the parks, check the taxa categories, and provide any details.

	Park
	Bird
	Fish
	Mam.
	Amph.
	Rep.
	V. Plnt.
	Details

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Q3) ___Yes   ___No   ___Unknown

Did a major catastrophic event (fire, flood, etc.) occur since the last certification that may have had adverse affects on the biodiversity of any of the parks and taxa groups that this certification applies to?  If so, specify which parks, the event, check the taxa categories that may have been affected, and provide any details.

	Park
	Event
	Bird
	Fish
	Mam.
	Amph.
	Rep.
	V. Plnt.
	Details

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Page 4 of 4

_1097653094.bin

