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Purpose/Scope of Overall Data Management Plan:  A suggested outline for high-level, overall I&M network data management plans.   Scope of the resulting data management plan includes tabular and spatial data from NPS inventory and monitoring studies.   Initial versions of the plan will skew towards monitoring studies and protocols, but the overall data management plan should function as an umbrella document containing general policies, procedures and standards for inventory and monitoring data management.   Separate data management plans for tabular vs. spatial data are not required nor are separate plans for each unit within an I&M network unless they are deemed necessary by the data manager.   

Potential Integration with Inventory Studies:  Data from on-going and completed inventory studies is likely in multiple formats with non-standard documentation and non-standard QA/QC processing.  The QA/QC, maintenance, storage, archival sections of overall data management plan will be most relevant to these data.  New inventory studies can reference the overall network data management plan as a source of data collection standards, data models, data QA/QC and documentation procedures for cooperators and contractors.  
Potential Integration with Monitoring Plans:  Selected excerpts and summaries from the overall network data management plan can compose Chapter 6 of the network vital signs monitoring plan.   The overall network data management plan is intended to be an appendix to the vital signs monitoring plan. 
Potential Integration with Monitoring Protocol SOPs:  Monitoring protocol-specific data management SOPs reference the overall network data management plan for general data management policies, procedures and standards.   Protocol SOPs are the most dynamic components of I&M data management documentation since their procedures will evolve as the monitoring plan is implemented.  If desired, protocol SOPs can be included as appendices to the overall network data management plan.   
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