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General Information and Announcements 
 
Re-designed I&M Websites  
 
 The main I&M website has been re-designed and moved to a new server: 
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im.  This site contains programmatic I&M content.  Initially, I&M network 
sites will remain on the original NatureNet server and are linked to from the new pages.  Network web 
authors will continue to post content to the NatureNet server using FTP.  Re-direction of links from the 
original NatureNet I&M site to the new site will be phased in as content stewards review the new 
format and authorize the re-directions.  The original NatureNet I&M site will morph into the general 
public I&M site in coming months. 
 
 In addition, the I&M intranet pages now conform to the Natural Resources Intranet format 
with improved navigation and links to InsideNPS content.  Web templates for the intranet pages are 
available for use by I&M networks to create intranet-only content for their networks.  
 
 The overall goal for our web presence is to have 3 levels of content: 

• the programmatic I&M content noted above, including network extranets (the re-
designed I&M site: http://science.nature.nps.gov/im) 

• intranet I&M content (http://www1.nrintra.nps.gov/im) 
• I&M content for the general public on NatureNet (revision of remaining 

http://www.nature.nps.gov/im content covering program information, reports, etc.) 
 

Contact Lisa Nelson for more details. 
 
 
Network Extranets 
 

 Limited extranet capability is now available for I&M networks.  This capability will 
expand as the network content is migrated to the new server.   Currently, the Pacific Islands 
Network is using a simple extranet to solicit comments on their Phase 1 Report draft.   
Contact Lisa Nelson for more information on extranet services. 
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New I&M Data Managers/Job Openings 
 

The Pacific Islands Network hired Gordon Dicus as their new Data Manager.  He started work 
on 30 June, coming from Glacier National Park where he was a Rocky Mountain Network Data 
Management Technician for their Montana parks.  Pacific Islands is thrilled to have him on board. 
 
 The Great Lakes Network recently hired 4 data specialists to catalog data for each of their 
nine parks.  
 
 The Cape Cod LTEM has an opening for a Data Manager at a GS-11 full performance level.  
The position closes July 28, 2003.  Contact Carrie Phillips for more information 
(carrie_phillips@nps.gov) or search USAJobs. 
 
 Data management positions with the Arctic and Rocky Mountain Networks and the Virgin 
Islands prototype closed in recent weeks, so these new data managers should be on board soon.  
 
 
‘New’ WASO I&M Cooperators 
 
 Three new cooperators are working on data management activities for the I&M program: 

Vara Allamaraju is a web application developer assisting with the online NatureBib 
application. 
Dan Warner is a web and database developer working on cross-program tasks 
including streamlining the online login system. 
Willene Hendon will assume development duties for the desktop Dataset Catalog 
application. 
Chris Dietrich, formerly of Dataset Catalog fame, will take over development and 
support for Database Template. 

 
 
 
Data Management Applications 
 
NPSpecies 
 

Version 2 of NPSpecies, both the desktop and online application, was released on June 23, 
2003.  Version 2 has two major additions:  

1) the capabilities for users to develop a local classification system for each park's locale, that 
is still compatible with the default standard classification system that has always been 
available in NPSpecies (the core of which is ITIS).   
2) The capabilities to view the documented history (i.e. certification) of the QA review of 
species lists.   

The former solves the vast majority of the problems associated with the inclusion of legacy data in 
NPSpecies, different classification systems used in different locales, and continuous changes in 
taxonomy and nomenclature, the knowledge of which varies spatially and temporally.  The latter 
allows any user of the database to know the history of the documented reviews of the species lists.  
This is important because the species lists should reflect the current knowledge of park biodiversity 
that is derived from both old and new data that is continuously added to NPSpecies.   
 

Consult the NPSpecies Information Site for details: 
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/apps/npspp/ 
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NatureBib 
 

The Access XP front end/back end of the NatureBib desktop was released on June 30, 2003.  
The application can be found on the NatureBib webpage.  Please note that all future development for 
the desktop application will occur only in Access XP.  Files from the Access 97 versions of the 
desktop application will be accepted until February 28, 2004.  Please send them to: WASO-
NRPC_NatureBib@nps.gov.  For a download in Access XP of your park(s) data please send a 
request to the same address. 
 
Here are some features of the new release: 

1) In the location section there are now fields to put in the ANCS+ number and file code. 
2) Author first names and last names have separate fields.  No more confusion about which 
comes first!   
Organization names should be typed in the last name field. 

 
The CD-Rom tutorial for using the NatureBib desktop application is now available.  It is a self-
extracting Macromedia Flash file with audio.  Please request a copy from: WASO-
NRPC_NatureBib@nps.gov. 
 
A graduate student in library science will spend the summer revising the NatureBib thesaurus.  The 
new thesaurus will allow the data entry staff to automatically populate the keyword field with either the 
term of choice or a hierarchy of terms.  This will improve consistency in the keyword selection, 
spelling and number.  Definitions and alternative terms will be provided.  To volunteer for testing, 
please contact the Bibliographic Coordinator (wendy_schumacher@nps.gov). 
 
Finally, the online Master Oracle NatureBib application has a new custom report.  This will allow you 
to add unique fields like bibkey_id numbers and abstracts to your printed reports.   
 
 
Dataset Catalog 
 
 The full AccessXP version of Dataset Catalog is in beta testing and will be released in late 
July.  As with NatureBib, please note all future development for the desktop Dataset Catalog will 
occur only in AccessXP.   
 
 New features of Dataset Catalog include: 

• Linking a Dataset Catalog record to multiple parks 
• Originator information conforms to FGDC standard 
• Improved functionality of Table/Layers and Source forms 
• Enhanced Data Dictionary functionality 
• Normalized keywords with FGDC categories 
• Text file import and export 

 
Please see the Dataset Catalog website to download the new version when it is available.  
 
 
NR/GIS Metadata 
 
 The NR/GIS Metadata online application is being tested by MWR GIS staff.  The Dataset 
Catalog component is nearly complete and developers are working on the full FGDC component.  
Additional functionality being considered includes application of the metadata stylesheets developed 
by the MWR.   Anticipated release date of NR/GIS Metadata: fall 2003. 
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GIS and Mapping 
 
GIS Project Locations  
 
 The initial version of the GIS Project Locations Inventory application was released recently.   
Users can browse project locations by Park and project type.  Authorized editors may create new 
project location records for Parks.  The Locations application uses the Database Template data 
model to capture locational data.   
 
National Map pilot project 
 
 The Natural Resource GIS program is partnering with USGS to pilot a National Map Project 
at Rocky Mountain National Park.   The National Map Project will update base cartographic data 
using new digital imagery.   Expected products from the prototype project include personal 
geodatabases and updates to National Map website.  
 
 
 
Data Management Standards and Protocols 
 
Metadata Issues 
 
 The Midwest Region GIS group is working on tools for managing Biological Profile (NBII) 
metadata within ArcCatalog.  Currently, they are testing import routines for Biological Profile records.  
Also, the group has developed stylesheets for displaying Biological Profile metadata with NPS 
graphic identity elements.  
 
 
 
Meetings and Workshops 
 
 The annual Vital Signs Monitoring meeting will be August 18-22 at the National Conference 
Center in Landsdowne, VA.   For more information, see the meeting webpage or contact 
Steven_Fancy@nps.gov. 
  
 The Pacific Islands Network hosted a Data Management Training Workshop in March in Hilo, 
Hawaii.  Over 15 inventory and monitoring staff from the PACN and Alaska networks and more than 
20 PACN natural resource specialists attended workshop sessions.   
 
 The I&M Program held a Natural Resource data manager’s meeting in May, 2003.  Over 50 
participants attended.  For more information, see the meeting website. 
 
 A Natural Resource Data Manager’s Workshop is planned for fall of 2003.   
 
 The NPS Spatial Odyssey conference will be held December 1-5, 2003 in Orlando, FL.  
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