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What is the Biodiversity Data Store

The Biodiversity data store is a digital archive of document, GIS dataset and non-GIS dataset files that document the presence/absence, distribution and/or abundance of any taxa in National Park Service units.  In the near future, the Biodiversity Data Store will also accommodate digital images and audio recordings from the field (i.e. types of vouchers taken in lieu of specimens).

Why Contribute Products

Products will be cataloged, archived and linked to the NPSpecies database by park, taxa category (birds, fish, etc.) and (eventually) taxa at the lowest possible level (e.g. species, subspecies, variety and forma, as applicable).  This will make the knowledge of the product, and if appropriate, the product itself available through a central, secure biodiversity information system.

What Products to Submit

Submit digital copies of documents, GIS datasets or any other non-GIS data set (e.g. databases, or spreadsheets), in any format, which document the presence/absence, distribution or abundance of any taxa in NPS units.  

Some Examples of Products

Documents

· Annual and final reports of inventory, monitoring or research studies.

· Scanned images of reports that have no digital counterpart.

GIS Datasets - GIS layer that depict the distribution or abundance of a species as a result of modeling or other analysis.

Non-GIS Datasets – Spreadsheets or databases of inventory or monitoring data.  The NPS Database Template format applies here.

Who Can Submit Products

Any NPS employee or their designated partners can submit products.

When to Submit Products

Submit products at any time, either incrementally as they become available, or at the completion of an inventory project.  Also, feel free to submit datasets even if you plan to add, edit or delete data from these datasets in the future.  At another time in the future, you can submit the dataset again and it will be added to the archive just like a new edition of a book is added to a library.

Quality Assurance

There will be quality control on the submission and archiving process of products and metadata that are submitted.  However, there will be no QA/QC on the contents of the products and metadata.  It is assumed that QA/QC is done on the contents prior to submission of products.

Metadata and Other Related Product Information

The following are required for each product type.  Any other documentation (e.g. data dictionaries, supporting documents, etc.) may be included along with the GIS- and non-GIS dataset products and the metadata.

Documents - Documents must be entered into the online NatureBib database and linked at the taxa level to the online NPSpecies database prior to submission.

GIS Datasets - FGDC-compliant metadata text files must be submitted along with GIS datasets.

Data Sets – “NPS Metadata Light” text files must be submitted along with any data sets.  NPS Metadata Light consists of the required elements of sections 1 & 7 of the FGDC-compliant metadata standard.

Can multiple products be submitted at the same time?

Yes, multiple products can be submitted at the same time, primarily to accommodate the simultaneous submission of all products for a single project at the same time.

How to Package the Products, Metadata and Related Information

In most cases, a product will have more than one digital file associated with it.  In these cases, all the files related to a product should be combined into a single “file-set” in compressed Zip format.  For example, a document may have different files for the main document and appendices.  A GIS layer may have the shape file, a legend file, and must have an FGDC-compliant metadata text file.  A relational database application may have one or more files associated with the dataset and must have a Data Set Catalog text file. 

Do not combine multiple products in the same file-set.  If you wish to relate multiple products that may have come from the same project for example, do so by entering the same project in the “Project Information” section on the submission form.
How and Where To Submit Products

Complete the submission form below and email the form along with a copy of the digital files or file-sets, to the following.  If the file size of the product(s) is large (~5mb or larger), place the product(s) on the NPS Anonymous FTP site and include the directory location of the file(s) in the email submitted with this form.  Alternatively, large files can be sent via postal mail on a CD ROM.  Contact the following for additional information.

Alison Loar

NPSpecies Data Manager

National Park Service Partner - Colorado State University

Natural Resource Information Division

1201 Oak Ridge Drive

Fort Collins, CO 80525-5589

Email: alison_loar@partner.nps.gov
Office: 970-267-2112

FAX: 970-225-3585
Submission Form for the Biodiversity Data Store

This following form must be completed per the attached instructions to submit products to the biodiversity data store.  All applicable information must be completed.

SUBMITTER 

Date Form Completed: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______________________________

First Name: ______________________________________

Last Name: ______________________________________

Area Code and Phone Number:  ______________________

Email:   _________________________________________

NPS Affiliation (e.g. Park, I&M Network, Regional Office, USGS Partner, etc.): ___________________

PRODUCT INFORMATION 

	Product Identification: Enter the name of the file or file-set, the product type, a title and the sensitivity of the contents Add rows as necessary.
Product Types

Doc. = Document

GIS = GIS Dataset AND FGDC-Compliant Metadata Text File

Data Set = Data Set AND Dataset Catalog Text File (i.e. NPS Metadata Light)

Content Sensitivity

Public = Anyone can download the product from the Public Biodiversity Data Store.

NPS Only = Only those with an edit login to the online NPSpecies database can download the product from the secure Biodiversity Data Store.

Park Only = Only those with an edit login to the online NPSpecies database for the parks identified below can download the product from the secure Biodiversity Data Store.



	Product #
	File or File-Set Name

(Combine multiple files for a single product into a single “File-Set” in compressed Zip format, and enter the Zip file name)
	Product Type

(Doc. OR GIS OR Data Set)
	Product Title
(For GIS Datasets and other non-GIS Data Sets, enter the Title from the Metadata)
	Content Sensitivity

(Public OR NPS Only OR Park Only)

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


PROJECT INFORMATION 

	Project Information: If funded in whole or part by the I&M Biological Inventories Project, enter the name of the Inventory Project and the source of the project as I&M Bio Inv.  If the Biological Inventories Project did not fund any part of the project, enter the name of the project and the source of the project (e.g. NRPP, Fire Effects, etc.)

	Product # (from above)
	Name of I&M Biological Inventory or other project
	Project Source

(I&M Bio. Inv. or specify other source)

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


CONTENT INFORMATION 
	Content - Evidence Type:  For each product, check the type(s) of evidence that is are included in the contents.  Note that if  “No Evidence” is checked, then none of the other types of evidence should be checked.

	Product #

(from above)
	
	No Evidence – Taxa Lists Only
	
	Types of Evidence

	
	
	
	
	Vouchers
	Observations
	Taxa Links to References
	Taxa Links to Data Sets 

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Content - Biodiversity Type:  For each product, check the type(s) of biodiversity documented in the contents.  Note that by default, checking distribution or abundance would also imply presence. 

	Product #

(from above)
	
	Presence/Absence
	Distribution

(also implies Presence)
	Abundance

(also implies Presence)

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


SPECIFIC PRODUCT-TYPE INFORMATION

This section is broken down by product type.  Each section is required for each respective product type.

DOCUMENTS
	Documents – NatureBib:  For each document, enter the online NatureBib BibKey_ID # and Yes/No if species links have been completed between the online NPSpecies and online NatureBib databases.  Add rows as necessary.

	Product # (from above)
	Online NatureBib “BibKey_ID” #
	Confirm that the taxa links been completed between the online NPSpecies and the online NatureBib?

(Yes/No)

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	


	Documents – Park & Taxa Categories:  Specify the park code(s) under each respective category for which information exists in the contents of the product.

	Product #

(from above)
	
	Amph
	Bird
	Fish
	Mammal
	Reptile
	Non-Vert.

Animal
	Vasc.

Plant
	Non-Vasc. Plant
	Fungi
	Monera
	Protista

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


GIS DATASETS 

	GIS Datasets – Metadata:  For each GIS dataset, enter the product # from the Product Identification table above, then enter the file name of the FGDC-compliant metadata text file.  Add rows as necessary.

	Product # (from above)
	File Name of FGDC–Compliant Metadata Text File

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	


	GIS Datasets – Park & Taxa Categories:  Specify the park code(s) under each respective category for which information exists in the contents of the product.

	Product #

(from above)
	
	Amph
	Bird
	Fish
	Mammal
	Reptile
	Non-Vert.

Animal
	Vasc.

Plant
	Non-Vasc. Plant
	Fungi
	Monera
	Protista

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Non-GIS DATA SETS

	Data Sets – Metadata:  For each dataset, enter the file name of Dataset Catalog metadata text file (i.e NPS Metadata Light).  Add rows as necessary.

	Product # (from above)
	File Name of Metadata Text File (NPS Metadata Light)

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	


	Data Sets – Park & Taxa Categories

First, for each Data Set, indicate whether WASO should extract the Park Codes and Taxa Categories from the contents of the product.  It is recommended that WASO extract this information if it is encoded in the product and more than just a very few (<10) parks and taxa category combinations are included in the contents.

Second, if WASO should not extract the park code and taxa category combinations, then specify the park code(s) under each respective category for which information exists in the contents of the product.

	Product #

(from above)
	Category Determination

(WASO or specify parks in cells to right)
	
	Amph
	Bird
	Fish
	Mam.
	Reptile
	Non-Vert.

Animal
	Vasc.

Plant
	Non-Vasc. Plant
	Fungi
	Monera
	Protista

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
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