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This document is available at Biodiversity Service Center web site:

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/inventory/biology  

How do I view the Nature Guides?

The Nature Guides are accessible through several paths:

Nature Guide home page:

http://www.enature.com/parks/natureguides.asp
New-to-Science home page:

http://www.enature.com/parks/newtoscience.asp
The left side of a park’s Nature and Science web site (example for Acadia):

http://www.nps.gov/acad/pphtml/nature.html
The left side of a park’s home page (example for Acadia):

http://www.nps.gov/acad
In NPSpecies, under the Integration menu selection:

A login is currently required for NPSpecies – the public version is coming in 2004.

https://science1.nature.nps.gov/npspecies/
How is a Nature Guide developed for a park?

When a list for a park and a taxa group (birds, fish, etc.) in NPSpecies is verified, it is passed to the National Wildlife Federation’s eNature.com.  eNature then matches the list with the species for which they have information in their database.  The information for the matching records is then made available in the online Nature Guide for subsequent customization by park service staff.

What Can I do to get a Nature Guide online for my park?

Once the 2 items below are developed, the Nature Guide for a park will become available automatically.  To facilitate the availability of the Nature Guides, feel free to contact the appropriate individual below. 

1) Develop a Natural Resource Profile on a park's web site.  The following regional contact can direct you as to how to develop a Natural Resource Profile:

Laura Hudson, Intermountain Region 

      Steve Cinnamon, Midwest Region 

      Mikaila Milton, National Capital Region 

      Sara Stevens, Northeast Region

      Kathy Jope, Pacific West Region

      Mariah Soriano, Southeast Region

2) Develop a verified species list in NPSpecies.  The Inventory and Monitoring Program is currently developing these lists.  Contact the NPSpecies Point-of-Contact for your park to get the status of verified species lists in NPSpecies.  NPSpecies Points-of-Contact are listed at the following web site:

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/apps/npspp/Contacts.htm 

How can I add species that are New-to-Science to the Nature Guide for my park?

Most discoveries that are New-to-Science are non-vertebrate animals and non-vascular plants.  These taxa groups are not currently being verified in NPSpecies and are therefore not passed to eNature to be included in the Nature Guides.  Procedures are currently in development to submit information for species New-to-Science.

Contact Mark Wotawa at mark_wotawa@nps.gov or 970-225-3567.

How can I highlight Significant Finds for my park?

Once a Nature Guide for a park is available, park staff with logins will be able to use an online tool to highlight Significant Finds.

How can I customize the information in a Nature Guide?

Information can be customized through a secure online tool once the Nature Guide for a park becomes available.  The procedures for identifying individuals to receive logins for the tool are currently under development.  When a Nature Guide for a park becomes available, the park will be contacted to identify individual(s) to receive logins.

What information can be customized in the Nature Guide?

Almost all the information can be customized in a Nature Guide.  However, in most cases, park staff will likely only customize certain fields to make them park-specific.


Information parks should consider customizing:

· Hide or un-hide species from the list of available species
· Add text under Park-Specific Information, especially for Significant Finds

· Add links to other existing park web pages about species

· Indicate whether the species is a significant find such as a range extension or new population, and enter why under Park-Specific Information

· Replace an image if you have one that is better quality or the image doesn’t represent the geographic morphology of the population in the park, for example, if the species is a different size or color.

I am a data steward for a park’s Nature Guide.  What should I do if I believe the default information supplied by eNature is incorrect?

Contact Chris Kreuger ( chris@enature.com ) at eNature to determine whether it is truly incorrect, or just a difference of opinion.  If it is incorrect, he will make the correction in the database of default information so it is reflected in all the park’s Nature Guides.  If it is a difference of opinion, you should use the content management tool to make corrections for your park.

What should I do if I believe the information in an individual park’s Nature Guide is incorrect?

Contact the park’s data steward for the Nature Guide to determine whether it is truly incorrect, or just a difference of opinion.  If it is incorrect, the data steward will make the correction using the content management tool or will contact eNature if it is default eNature information (see above).
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