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SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH





H. R. 119
Harmful Invasive Weed Control Act

Sponsor:
Joel Hefley (CO)

Co-Sponsors:
15: Doug Bereuter (NE), Barbara Cubin (WY), Ed Case (HI), Bob Filner (CA), Jim Gibbons (NV), Jim Matheson (UT), George Nethercutt (WA), C. L. (Butch) Otter (ID), Dennis Rehberg (MT), Rick Renzi (AZ), Michael Simpson (ID), Todd Tiahrt (KS), Mark Udall (CO), Chris Van Hollen (MD), Greg Walden (OR)

Committee:
Resources and Agriculture

Provisions:


· Establishes a national program in the Department of the Interior to provide financial assistance through States to eligible weed management entities to control harmful, invasive weeds on public and private land.
· Authorizes $100,000,000 per year from 2003 - 2007.
· States must use 75 percent for financial awards to weed management entities; no more than 25 percent for incentives.  Requires a 50 percent cost-share with non-Federal dollars or in-kind services.
· Five percent of the total funds reserved for Indian Tribes to carry out weed projects.
· Requires the Secretary to coordinate with the Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds (FICMNEW).
Status:


· February 12, 2003 - Referred to Subcommittees on Fisheries, Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans and National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands

· February 12, 2003 - Executive comment requested from Departments of the Interior and Agriculture

· February 4, 2003 Referred to Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Rural Development and Research of House Agriculture Committee

S. 144

Noxious Weed Control Act of 2003

Sponsor:  
Larry Craig (ID), 

Co-Sponsors:
12: Mike Crapo (ID), Tom Daschle (SD), Max Baucus (MT), Conrad Burns (MT), Byron Dorgan (ND), John Ensign (NV), Tim Johnson (SD), Gordon Smith (OR), Daniel Akaka (HI), Chuck Hagel (NE), Maria Cantwell (WA), Ron Wyden (OR)

Committee: 
Energy and Natural Resources

Provisions:

· Establishes a national program in the Department of the Interior to provide financial assistance through States and Tribes to eligible weed management entities to control harmful, invasive weeds on public and private land.
· Authorizes $100,000,000 per year from 2003 - 2007. 
· Allocates 8 percent for applied research.
· Requires a 50 percent cost-share with non-Federal dollars or in-kind services.
· Requires the Secretary of the Interior to consult with the National Invasive Species Council and Invasive Species Advisory Committee.
Status: 
March 4, 2003: Passed Senate with an amendment, referred to House for action.  March 10-11, 2003: Referred to House Resources (Subcommittees on National Parks and Fisheries) and Agriculture (Subcommittee on Conservation)

H. R.  266
National Invasive Species Council Act

Sponsor:
Vernon Ehlers (MI)

Co-Sponsors:   3: Wayne Gilchrist (MD), Jim Matheson (UT), Candice Miller (MI)

Committee:
Resources

Provisions:
Authorizes National Invasive Species Council as independent executive branch entity to provide coordination among Federal agencies on invasive species issues.

Status:
February 12, 2003: Referred to Subcommittees on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands; Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans; Forests and Forest Health.  Executive comment requested from Departments of the Interior, Agriculture and Commerce.
S. 536

National Invasive Species Council Act

Sponsor:
Mike DeWine (OH)

Co-sponsors:
5: Susan Collins (ME), Carl Levin (MI), John Reed (RI), Debbie Stabenow (MI), George Voinovich (OH)

Committee:
Environment and Public Works

Provisions:
Authorizes the National Invasive Species Council as an independent executive branch entity to provide coordination among Federal agencies on invasive species issues.
Status:
March 5, 2003 - Referred to Committee on Environment and Public Works



March 11, 2003 – Introductory remarks on measure

H. R. 695
Tamarisk Research and Control Act of 2003 

Sponsor:
Scott McInnis (CO)

Co-sponsors:
5: Bob Beauprez (CO), Jim Matheson (UT), Marilyn Musgrave (CO), Tom Tancredo (CO), Mark Udall (CO)

Committee:
Agriculture

Provisions:
Provides $1 million to Mesa State College for eradication of tamarisk.

Status:

February 11, 2003 - Referred to Committee on Agriculture



February 20, 2003 – Referred to Subcommittee on Conservation

S. 1051
Salt Cedar Council Demonstration Act

Sponsors:
Pete Domenici (NM)

Co-Sponsors:
2: Harry Reid (NV), Jeff Bingaman (NM)

Committee:
Environment and Public Works

Provisions:


· Directs Secretary of the Interior to conduct an assessment of salt cedar and Russian olive invasion in the West, research on control methods, feasibility of reducing water consumption, estimated costs of removal and restoration and management and funding strategies.  

· Initiates 3 demonstration projects to evaluate control methods of herbicides, mechanical and biocontrol with up to $7 million for each project.

Status:
May 13, 2003 – Introductory remarks, referred to Committee on Environment and Public Works

S. 1236 
Tamarisk Control and Riparian Restoration Act
Sponsor:
Ben Nighthorse Campbell (CO)

Co-sponsors:
4:  Wayne Allard (CO), Michael Enzi (WY), Orrin Hatch (UT), Harry Reid (NV)

Committee:
Senate Energy and Natural Resources

Provisions:


· Directs Secretary of the Interior to complete assessment of extent of tamarisk invasion
· Establishes Tamarisk Assistance Program to provide grants to States for tamarisk control or eradication
· Directs States to establish priorities for project funding in consultation with the National Invasive Species Council, Invasive Species Advisory Committee, tribal representatives and academic institutions
· Authorizes funding of $20 million for FY 2004 and necessary sums for subsequent years
Status:  

· June 11, 2003 – Referred to Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
· September 23, 2003 – Hearing held, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water and Power.

H.R. 2707
Salt Cedar and Russian Olive Control Demonstration Act

Sponsor:
Stevan Pearce (NM)

Co-sponsors:  
18: Bob Beauprez (CO), Henry Bonilla (TX), Chris Cannon (UT), Dennis Cardoza (CA), Bob Filner (CA), Raul Grijalva (AZ), Duncan Hunter (CA), Jim Matheson (UT), Scott McInnis (CO), Jerry Moran (KS), Randy Neugebauer (TX), Tom Osborne (NE), Rick Renzi (AZ), Charles Stenholm (TX), Mac Thornberry (TX), Mark Udall (CO), Tom Udall (NM), Heather Wilson (NM)

Committee:
House Resources: Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands; Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health


House Agriculture: Subcommittee on Department Operations, Oversight, Nutrition and Forestry

Provisions: 
Directs Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior to:

· Assess the extent of salt cedar and Russian olive invasion in states where the Bureau of Reclamation operates, assess management options for control of these species, the feasibility of reducing water consumption, methods of land restoration, and estimated costs of control, restoration and maintenance;

· Identify long-term management and funding strategies for Federal, State and private land managers;

· Initiate at least three projects to demonstrate and evaluate the most effective control methods including one on National Forest System land, one using air-borne application of herbicides, one using mechanical removal and one using biocontrol.  Each project must: 1) monitor and document water saved due to control of salt cedar and Russian olive including what portions return to surface or groundwater supplies; 2) assess optimum application approach and tools for an array of control methods; 3) assess costs and benefits associated with control mehtods, restoration and maintenance; 4) determine conditions requiring biomass removal and methods; 5) define final vegetative states and re-vegetation methods; and 6) methods to prevent regrowth and reintroduction.

Status:
· July 10, 2003 – Referred to Committee on Resources and Committee on Agriculture

· July 15, 2003 – Referred to Agriculture Subcommitee on Department Operations

· July 16, 2003 – Referred to Resources Subcommittee on National Parks

· July 24, 2003 – Referred to Resources Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health; hearing held.

H. R. 2310
Species Protection and Conservation of the Environment (SPaCE) Act

Sponsor:
Nick Rahall (WV)

Co-sponsors:
23: Neil Abercrombie (HI), Anibal Acevedo-Vila (PR), Earl Blumenauer (OR), Madeleine Bordallo (GU), Lois Capps (CA), Ed Case (HI), Donna Christensen (VI), Eni F. H. Faleomavaega (AS), Sam Farr (CA), Raul Grijalva (AZ), Jay Inslee (WA), Dale Kildee (MI), Ron Kind (WI), Barbara Lee (CA), Edward Markey (MA), George Miller (CA), Jerrold Nadler (NY), Frank Pallone (NJ), Ciro Rodriguez (TX), Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA), Louise McIntosh Slaughter (NY), John M. Spratt, Jr. (SC), Mark Udall (CO)

Committee:
Resources

Provisions:

· Allows Secretary of the Interior to provide grants for both terrestrial and aquatic invasive species control projects and to States for assessments of nonnative species, restoration needs, action priorities and capacity.

· Requires criteria for projects be developed with National Invasive Species Council.

· Establishes 1 year funding for rapid response to new outbreaks.

· Requires a 25 percent cost-share with non-Federal dollars or in-kind services.

· Authorizes $80 million in 2004, increasing to $94 million in 2008.

Status:  

· June 3, 2003 – Referred to House Committee on Resources

· June 9, 2003 – Referred to Subcommittees on Fisheries, National Parks, and Forests

H. R. 1080
To amend the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act
Sponsor:
Wayne Gilchrist (MD) 

Co-sponsors:
89

Committee:
Transportation, Resources

Provisions:


· Expands and strengthens existing programs governing ballast water management.

· Establishes a Priority Pathway Management Program designed to identify high-risk pathways for aquatic invasive species introductions.

· Mandates prescreening for planned importation of live organisms in trade to limit importation of high risk species.

· Directs development of an education and training program trageted at marina operators, public access points, and National Park sites to encourage proper cleaning of watercraft.

· Directs development of educational material on proper disposal of non-native aquatic species in trade.

· Directs establishment of an early detection monitoring network.

· Establishes regional rapid response teams to provide training and expertise for state or tribal programs.

· Directs development of state-level rapid resonse contingency plans including authorization of emergency funding for rapid response measures.

· Establishes  a competitive research program to identify introduction pathways and develop control methods.

· Improves coordination of and support for existing control efforts.

· Renews federal commitment to brown tree snake and nutria control programs.

· Expands the Chicago River Dispersal Barrier Demonstration Project to a National Dispersal Barrier Program to reduce dispersal of aquatic invasive species through interbasin waterways.

· Requires U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to develop mitigation plans for projects involving interbasin waterways.

Status:


· March 5, 2003 – Referred to Committees on Transportation and Resources

· March 6, 2003 – Referred to Transportation Subcommittee on Water Resources

· March 17, 2003 – Referred to Resources Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans

S. 525

To amend the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act

Sponsor:
Carl Levine (MI)

Co-sponsors:
19: Daniel Akaka (HI), George Allen (VA), Evan Bayh (IN), Maria Cantwell (WA), Hillary Rodham Clinton (NY), Susan Collins (ME), Mike DeWine (OH), Richard Durbin (IL), Peter Fitzgerald (IL), Daniel Inouye (HI), Jim Jeffords (VT), Edward Kennedy (MA), Patrick Leahy (VT), Patty Murray (WA), Jack Reed (RI), Charles Schumer (NY), Debbie Stabenow (MI), George Voinovich (OH), John Warner (VA)

Committee:
Environment and Public Works

Provisions:
(see H.R. 1080 write-up)

Status:
· March 5, 2003 - Referred to Committee on Environment and Public Works
· June 17, 2003 –Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and Water; hearings held

H. R. 1081
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Act

Sponsor:
Vernon Ehlers (MI) 

Co-sponsors:
87

Committee:
Science, Transportation, Resources, and Administration

Provisions:


· Directs NOAA, USGS, Smithsonian to develop a marine and fresh-water research program to detect and assess nonnative aquatic species introductions and spread.

· Directs agencies to establish standardized protocols for ecological and pathway surveys of nonnative aquatic species.

· Establishes a competitive grant program for universities and State agencies.

· Requires annual analysis of data collected on invasive species transport and spread.

· Requires the National Invasive Species Council to disseminate information gathered.

· Directs EPA to set up a grant program to fund development of technologies to control and eradicate aquatic invasive species.

· Directs Coast Guard and EPA to develop research program to support standards to prevent introduction and spread of species by ships.

· Directs National Science Foundation to establish a grant program for research in systematics and taxonomy.
Status:

· March 6, 2003 - Resources Committee requested Executive Comment from Department of Commerce, referred to Subcommittee on Fisheries 

· March 6, 2003 – Referred to Transportation Subcommittees on Coast Guard and Water Resources

· March 13, 2003 - Forwarded by Subcommittee on Environment, Technology and Standards to full Committee on Science by voice vote
· June 4, 2003 – Ordered to be amended by House Science Committee by voice vote
H. R.  273
Nutria Eradication and Control Act of 2003

Sponsor:
Wayne Gilchrist (MD) and W.J. Tauzin (LA)

Committee:
Resources

Provisions:

· Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to provide grants to Maryland and Louisiana for eradication or control of nutria and marshland restoration

· Authorizes $4 million for Maryland and $2 million for Louisiana for five years (2004-2008)

Status:
April 23, 2003: Became Public Law 108-16

H. R. 3122
Great Lakes Water Protection Act of 2003

Sponsor:
Candice Miller (MI) 

Co-sponsors:
3:  Phil English (PA), Louise McIntosh Slaughter (NY), Jack Quinn (NY)

Committee:
Transportation and Infrastructure

Provisions:


· Prohibits the entry of vessels into the Great Lakes if more than 5 percent of the capacity of the ballast tank contains ballast water
· Directs the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating to issue the above regulation within 30 days of enactment of the bill

· Amends the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990

Status:
September 17, 2003 - Referred to House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure

H. R. 989 
Great Lakes Ecology Protection Act of 2003
Sponsor:
Peter Hoekstra (MI) 

Co-Sponsors
0

Committee:
Transportation and Infrastructure

Provisions:


· Amends the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990 to direct the Secretary of Transportation to issue regulations to:

(1) prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic nuisance species within the Great Lakes via ballast water; and 

(2) among other things, require the use of environmentally sound treatment methods for ballast water and ballast sediments in preventing and controlling infestations of such species

· Requires the Secretary to maximize public participation in proposed rulemaking with respect to such regulations 

Status:

· February 27, 2003 - Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.

· February 28, 2003 - Referred to the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation and the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. 
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