
PALMS DEWA/UPDE Call June 9, 2010

Review of results for indicators

Highlights of newer / updated indicator results.

Landscape Productivity & Phenology – Forrest (p.5)
Other TOPS outputs – Forrest 
· FM will send URL of DEWA EcoCast link when available, and also when new data sets added.
- snow cover, snow off dates & disturbance / anomalies will be added to Phenology & GPP
- GPP SOP will be added to PALMS web site soon (phenology SOP already there)
- some possibility of "cross walking" AVHRR to extend prior to MODIS era (i.e back past 2000 to 1982)
- period of record for weather stations:  gridded data back to 1970 using meteorological station network 
- max & min temp, PPT easy;  VPD, solar radiation possible (& modis snow cover from 2000 on)
- MM: each park has station data back to at least 1940's
- climate scenarios?  Maurer / IPCC AR4 downscaled to 12km res. may be possible but not a deliverable of this project because...  
- JG: NPS I&M has broader interest in this and has code to produce consistent downscaled climate scenarios. 
- for ERMN:DEWA/UPDE we can provide these via another project (if desired)
- longevity of TOPS is desired..  data download for specific apps is possible (ERMN doesn't have immediate need for this)

Natural Landscapes & Connectivity – Scott (p.10)
- MM: unclear what habitat is being connected across DEWA
- SG to forward Dave T's patterns of natural landscapes for larger DEWA/UPDE area
- AH: follow on work likely focused on 2 regions:  northeastern US / Appalachians  &  Western parks
- focus on vulnerability & management strategies to address those (partners, geographic scope)
- SG to set up follow up connectivity telecon (30 June @11 ET?) with Leslie, Andy, Dave, Scott, Rich, Matt, Don H. & others interested.  

Ecosystem Type – Nate (p.11)
- cross-walking of veg type classifications worked well. 
- hemlock cover was "greatest loser" from historical land use change alone
- more recent disturbances (e.g. wooly adelgid) on top of those..

Water / Hydrology - Scott (p.13-14)
- MM: in 2nd year of data collection of sensitive taxa (nEPT), useful for assessing predictions

Evaluation
Any modifications that would be helpful to the collaborators? – Matt, Leslie, Don, Rich, Kristina /other NPS folks
 - DH: concerns re projected LUC wrt natural gas development.  Marcellus shale exploration is exploding.  
- projecting 10,000 to 40,000 new well heads over next decade(s) & each has significant impacts wrt roads.
- DE River Basin Commission could use information wrt decision support.
- locations of likely well sites would help with Landsat interpretation:  Scott will explore with Claire & Leslie.  
- Don will send links to similar development in Allegheny Nat'l Forest.  
- has locations of 7 local exploratory wells likely to be converted to operating wells. 

Discussion of major trends and "story lines" - All
  - RE: include spatial patterns as well as trends & magnitudes
- link indicators to criteria used to develop PACE 
- e.g. crucial habitat, watersheds
- how do different components of the system vary?  what are the important changes?  e.g. specific habitat types, etc..

Implications for decision support and management – NPS folks
- will send thoughts / notes / reactions on the draft report / what needs to be embellished / added / etc.
- SG will draft discussion section, incorporate comments (and other mods) and circulate an updated version.
- reminder that various materials are posted at the project web site: http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/lulc/palms/
- also, the "final telecon" will be the week of 13-17 Sept



