DEWA PALMS Telecon 21 Sept 2010
DEWA Recreation Area & Upper DE Scenic and Recreational River

Actions:
· Leslie:  get feedback from interpretive staff re: Resource Brief on Imperv Cover as guide to additional briefs
· Rich:  will send GPS coordinates on permanent hemlock monitoring sites & some info on field protocol (area sampled) to assess agreement with TOPS GPP patterns / trends. 
· Andy & Forrest:  look into agreement bt climate station trends & TOPS spatial / temporal representation of these in gridded products
· Dave T:  update on data plan & ArcGIS v9.3.1 compatible file geodatabase by indicator
· Matt / Rich / Don / Leslie:  coordinate edits to the draft report (e.g. change Table 1 column heading from Size/Period to spatial resolution and time period;  change UPDE to Upper DE Scenic and Recreational River;  
· Scott:  edit report using above inputs, add concluding section, redistribute.  Develop additional resource briefs.  Coordinate evolving storyline for this park. 
· Matt / Rich / Don / Leslie:  complete questionnaire when distributed & return by Nov 7th.

Notes (thanks mostly to Andy for these):

Resource Briefs;  Scott did one on impervious cover & is planning others on stream biota & ?.  NPS folks suggested additional ones on population density / rural housing & ecosystem type composition (Andy/Nate) and natural landscapes (Dave), as well as emphasizing the ecological principles / impacts / cause & effect relationships.  Contact / where to go for more information should be added (person / PALMS URL).  How will these be distributed?  Can we get feedback from interpretive staff on the initial example & can they give us specific guidance re: topics, organization, level of detail.  Other possible topics (perhaps best suited for follow-on work): fish and spawning requirements, freshwater mussels.  Try to tie the message to familiar species. 
 
[PALMS group might suggest that the collaborating networks develop a Yellowstone learning center type web program for resource briefs.   Should we do a package of resource briefs for each park?]
 
TOPS.  The EcoCast "Landscape Dynamics" tab representing NDVI anomalies on short time interval (8-16 days) using 250 m Modis data is not very feasible for small parks like DEWA due to residual cloud issues.  Screening more rigorously for cloud cover using QC flags would produce products with lots of data gaps spatially.  They will try to use 1 km data for other parks, but drop this from the DEWA dashboard.  DEWA would like cumulative snowpack as well as snow cover at an end of season date.  They would also like integrate area under % snowcover curve, possibly by date. 
 
Final Assessment Approach & questionnaire.  PALMS group to post products asap at PALMS web site to allow NPS more time to assess the work, esp the GIS data sets. 
 
Summary report.  Ecosystem type composition should make clearer that the first time period is presettlement.  Joint effort to identify storylines that emerge from these results.  Loss of tree species to insect disturbance is theme emerging from work (eastern hemlock in DEWA, whitebark pine in GYE, others?). These can be placed in context of climate change and threshold temperatures / changes control pest (in case of wooly adelgid this appears to be sustain Tmin < freezing temp for >2 nights & extreme Ta change around freezing point).  DEWA/UPDE subject to high rates of both land use & temperature change.  
 
- TOPS Data Gateway:  http://ecocast.arc.nasa.gov/dgw/dboard/ERMN

- PALMS web pages:  http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/lulc/palms
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