
Notes for PALMS ROMO Call 3 – 4 October 2010 


Attendees:
	PALMS team – Dave Theobald, Forrest Melton, Scott Goetz, Nate Piekielek, Sam Hiatt (not available – John Gross, Andy Hansen)
	ROMO – Ben Bobowski, Jeff Connor, Judy Visty
	ROMN – Mike Britten, Billy Schweiger, Laura O’Gan

Agenda and notes: 
Introduction and update on recent activities – Dave
 	PALMS ROMO Summary 20101001

New TOPS results – Forrest
	JC – is phenology mostly tied to snow cover or tied to growth in understory? FM – mostly change in color on landscape as measured by NDVI
	DT – suggest analysis on dashboard of comparing the variability in start of season (SOS) by land cover type, and perhaps East vs. West or elevation zone. Might be useful to summarize the concordance of ROMO veg types and LANDFIRE veg types to MODIS cover types (which are used in TOPS)
	FM and JV – length of growing season more ecologically relevant than SOS and would be useful (given a reliable algorithm to do this)
	FM – be cautious in applying to questions that require too fine of scale (less than 1 km2), such as changes in krummholz 
	JC – what is the seral stage sequence of beetle kill – green to red to grey (“ghost”) trees – how many years typically?
	FM – would be useful to compile some monitoring or observational data – JV – perhaps for conifer (Rocca and Romme) or willow (Cooper) for elk management plan. Kawaunechee Valley would be good place to start looking for evidence of willow die-off
	DT, JV – add map of weather stations used in interpolations on the dashboard
	BS – it would be useful to have comparison of PACE to Park values (DT, perhaps by CDF?). SH – added to the dashboard
	FM – plans for early 2011 for OpenDP (sp?) and ArcGIS servers; could compile datasets on phenology/wetland land cover for current study of catchment scale hydrology
	FM – what is the relative utility of dashboard vs. raw datasets? Both are important and used, dashboard for communication tool… data for analysis

Feedback and thoughts from ROMO and ROMN folks
Related trends and analyses
	Agricultural land uses on front range, partially captured by PACE, but would also include # of livestock and CAFO (for potential air issues)
	Difficult to tease out effects of elk from beetle kill (at PALMS scale of 30 to 1 km), 
             Main stories emerging from results
1. phenology (SOS and length of growing season) changes
2. general extent, timing, and potential for beetle kill because of ecological and fire dynamics… but relatively less a direct management concern (already managing in developed areas, campgrounds, etc., but less of a role in wilderness)
3. landscape connectivity of ROMO to other parks, other protected areas
4. linking temporal dynamics of temperature, precipition and vegetation patterns to wetland/groundwater dynamics
Utility for decision support
	Both dashboard and raw data are useful
	JC – how might these data be used/shared with other parks? Perhaps through NRCA…

Utility of “Resource Briefs” – which are priority?
Other?
 
Remaining activities
PALMS close-out activities (See attached memo)
GWS meeting?
Mountain pine beetle 1994-2009 animation
Geodatabase framework
Proposed follow-up project
 
Closing Thoughts
 		Thanks to all!
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