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NPS Vegetation Inventory Status

Background:
The Vegetation Inventory is an effort by the National Park Service (NPS) to classify, describe, and map

vegetation communities in more than 270 national park units across the United States. This program | AT e B Il N, R S - o 2 i i ;
Is ambitious in scope and unique in vision, generating some of the most highly detailed and accurate
national vegetation maps. Ci
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The primary objective of the Vegetation Inventory Program is to provide technical and logistical W NI ik Y . i e e
oversight necessary for the production of high-quality, standardized maps and associated data sets of o A R e e ]
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vegetation and other land-cover occurring within parks. R b5 s g o s
A iy AJ;E(;P% ] N;{E.GUNNIS.O}-I f IJ:I;SSIES?ET{S i?ArggAgﬁEEK KANSAS RI ]
Pip Fii% @ TURAL BRIy NM L BENTEH:;LD @ FORT LARNED MissOU KENTUCKY
E SPRING NM. : & HOVEN-WEEP NM FORT NHS i 0 NB
1 &:?JVMO .SANYON DEfEi;T‘;%Rgglgg NM ﬁ‘%‘% e EONEI‘SON ~REAT SM
Ca LIFoRy,, SUstr WUPATKIHEL.L}]H%AJ:ELL 7 STONES ) @ MRS g
SR . vowﬁ£ocirﬁm e PT(J){Q’&'IP Iﬁ;? LAKE MEREDITH NRA o ootlTA RIYERAE rennE g
Visit our website ( L
e fgﬁﬁéﬁm}; ?f:r]zfghnnms BT o c:;ﬂ%AREE By
ARIZona @ CHICKASAW NRA
’ ; : NEW MEXico LESEEY
What's new? Standards and Protocols sz
1. 12 Step Guide to Vegetation Inventory Projects [ [ i o g
Summarizes our > 15 years of experience and “lessons oo
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+ Stresses the importance of map validation
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([ parks. This information fills and complements 8 wide variety . . .
F,;cg'l €5 helptul equations and calculations e s 5 argaran o0 i The Vegetation Inventory is 35% complete. We have 92 parks complete, 150 ongoing, and 18 planned but not
> egetation spacies and communites s e o e started (n = 260; does not include Alaska Region). Anticipated completion data of all initial vegetation inventories
3. PLOTS Database, MS Access 2003, 2007 ; 2010 cre e ety e clenga s is 2017-2018.
version upcoming i
« Standardizing the ecological data o e btk uith ocs o bter managa fal pnes (Pl ballurana e ausnna.an endemic. Major Upcoming Efforts: _ _ . . : :
et ibamtios st et e o, oy Mot et Pt et g = QGulf Coast Network: Vegetation Inventory Coordinator (Arnie Peterson) hired; Network-wide study plan in
4. Geodatabase Template and inventory data aid in the study of elk damage to aspen and willow trees along elk wintering grounds. development FY201 2

5. Handheld Data Collection - Field Test Underway = Glen Canyon NRA: Study plan complete; field crews starting late summer 2011

= Channel Islands NP: Study plan in development; project starting 2012

= Bighorn Canyon NRA: Field crews starting in May 2011; testing electronic data collection (Mesa units)
= Yellowstone NP: Contracting for study plan development

« CartoPac Field Solution running on Juniper Systemes,
MESA hardware

Example : Field Photos and Reports

Sonoran Desert Network Big Bend NP - Rio Grande WSR North Coast and Cascade Final Mapping Project Report Northern Colorado Plateau
Field Staff Study Plan Field Staff Great Lakes Network Field Staff
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National Park Service Vegetation Inventory Program
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan

Vegetation Inventory Study Plan for
Big Bend National Park and Rio Grande
National Wild and Scenic River

Namral Resource Report NPS/CHDN/NRR-2010/212

Natural Resource Report NPS/GLEN/NER—2010/201
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