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Data Mining by the WASO I&M Program

Introduction

The I&M Program at the WASO is currently gearing up to conduct data mining in order to further populate the NPSpecies database.  In particular, we intend to approach several museums and herbaria that have a national scope to obtain and incorporate pertinent information on voucher specimens collected within current national park boundaries.  This document outlines the approach the WASO will be taking in this effort.

· WASO obtains data for one or more parks from an established source

· A dataset catalog record is created for the data file(s)

· The data file(s) and the metadata  are archived at the WASO

· As best that we can determine, each record is assigned a park code (in many cases, locations will have to be interpreted)

· The data are converted to NPSpecies format

· The NPSpecies file is parsed into park-specific NPSpecies files

· The park-specific NPSpecies files are sent to the NPSpecies data manager for each park (see text on “Control of NPSpecies Logins”)

· The NPSpecies data manager for each park reviews the data in each file to 1) verify it pertains to the park and remove those that do not pertain to the park and 2) flag the sensitivity as public, NPS-only or Park-only

· The edited file is sent to the WASO using current procedures for uploading data into the master NPSpecies database.

· If data are not returned to the WASO for upload within a reasonable amount of time, then data will be uploaded, flagged as NPS-only and any new species names on a park’s list will be coded as “Unconfirmed”

