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Appendix A

A Process to Get Data Into NPSpecies and ANCS+ with Minimal Effort Given the Proposed Interaction Between the 2 Databases

There are several things to note about the process summarized below:

· The current process and policies a park uses to catalog specimens in ANCS+ varies by park.  The process in described in below provides a general approach that can be adapted or modified as necessary to achieve the same results consistent with individual park policies.

· The person responsible for managing ANCS+ for a park will need to be involved in at least 2 places, at the beginning when accession and catalog numbers are issued, and at the end when data are handed over for import into ANCS+.

The Process

· Park staff or a cooperating investigator will be collecting biological specimens as part of a study in a park.  The park staff has gotten approval through current park policies.  A cooperating investigator has gotten approval through the Research Permit and Reporting System.

· Implied in the approval process, any specimens that will be taken during the study are “accessioned” by the NPS, and the keeper of the ANCS+ file for the park can therefore assign the collector an accession number and a block of catalog numbers for the duration of the study.  (For some park units, a temporary preemptive loan is issued for specimens to be collected in a study).

· Specimens are collected.

· The collector ensures that the assigned accession number, a catalog number, and the pertinent biological information are entered into NPSpecies and flagged (in development) that the record is destined for ANCS+.

· At the end of the study, the data associated with the block of catalog numbers for the accession number of the study is exported from NPSpecies to a text file.

· The text file is given to the keeper of the ANCS+ data for import into ANCS+.

· The data in the text file is imported into ANCS+.

· The keeper of the ANCS+ file enters any additional property tracking fields for the imported batch of data.

· If a preemptive loan was issued at the beginning of the study, the loan is closed when all conditions of the permit are met, and the accession number is retired.

Figure 1.  Current ANCS+ Data Path
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Figure 2.  I&M Data Path with NPSpecies as ANCS+ Template
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