Guidelines for Ensuring, Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility and Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies

BASIC SUMMARY

· Implements guidelines in section 515 of the Treasury and General Government Appropriation Act for FY 2001

· This Act requires OMB to “provide policy and procedural guidance for Ensuring, Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility and Integrity of Information Disseminated by Federal Agencies.

· By 10/01/2002, agencies must issue their own guidance for implementation.

· Agencies are directed to prepare two reports:

· By 10/01/2002, each agency must provide its information quality guidelines that allow the public to seek and obtain correction of data that does not meet federal guidelines. A report on how these guidelines and their parameters must be sent to OMB.

· Beginning January 1, 2004, an annual report that lists the number and nature of any complaints made.  This report is due annually from that point forward.

· Agencies are directed to develop information resource management procedures for reviewing and substantiating the quality of information before it is disseminated.

· In addition, agencies are required to establish administrative mechanisms allowing the public to seek and obtain correction of information disseminated by the agency that does not comply with the OMB or agency guidelines.

· There are four descriptive elements of data: quality, utility, objectivity and integrity – though it is not clear how each term relates to data.  Quality is the over-arching characteristic for the other three terms.  Utility refers to its usefulness.  Objectivity means it is accurate and clear, as well as presented in the proper context.  Integrity means it is secure and is not compromised through corruption or falsification. 

What does DOI have to do?

· Adopt a basic standard of quality as a performance goal and should take steps to incorporate information quality criteria into agency information dissemination practices.

· Agencies shall develop a process for reviewing the quality of data before it is disseminated.

· Establish an administrative procedure for the public to challenge data.

· Includes specific time periods for response

· Allows for an appeals process

· If an agency disseminates influential scientific, financial or statistical information, agency guidelines shall include a high degree of transparency about data and methods to facilitate the reproducibility (within a limited measure of imprecision) of such information by third parties.

· Must designate the Departmental CIO or some other official to handle.

What does NPS have to do?

· Be prepared for the Departmental proposed guidance.

· Begin developing internal procedures in those NPS program areas from which scientific, financial or statistical information is disseminated.

· Particularly where the NPS has data that may be considered controversial, we may have appeals and be asked to explain the quality methods used to produce the information.

· This would inevitably require a high degree of documentation on how the information was developed.

· Designate a lead official for managing this effort – most likely the NPS FOIA officer.

· The NPS CIO’s office has already commented on one proposal by the Department that stated that each bureau should set up a separate reporting and tracking mechanism.  Our comment was that this was inefficient and that one system should be established for the entire Department.

