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Version 2012-04-27. National Park Service, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science. Fort Collins, Colorado. 

NOTE:  There may be revised processes and documentation available. 
 

Check the NPScape maps webpage 
(http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/maps.cfm) 

for the most current version. 

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/maps.cfm
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Overview 
 
This NPScape SOP provides guidance on how to access and use NPScape map services.  Download a 
copy of this SOP here: http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/maps.cfm  
 

Software Requirements 
ArcGIS software is required to generate the metric outputs. The data sources and tools used are 
assumed to be in ESRI ArcGIS™ format, version 10 Service Pack 3.   

Data Requirements 
NPScape Map Services - http://irmaservices.nps.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape  

Input data spatial reference 
 
The NPScape project uses USA Contiguous Albers Equal Area Conic USGS as its standard spatial 
reference. Tiled map services use Web Mercator.  
 

Map Services 

What are Map Services? 
A service is a published GIS resource that is made available over a network. These services are created 
by publishing an ArcMap document or mxd as a map service using ArcGIS Server.  

Why is NPScape producing Map Services? 
NPScape map services reside on our servers and offer users an efficient way to visualize metric GIS data 
without having to download and maintain local copies of large geodatabases and geotiffs. In other words, 
when making maps, or simply visualizing rather than analyzing metric data, users are advised to take 
advantage of our map services. NPScape also produces map services for use in the metric viewer 
(http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/viewer/).  

Accessing Map Services 

Understanding the Map Service endpoint 
The available services are listed in the NPScape folder of the ArcGIS Services Directory 
(http://irmaservices.nps.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services/).  
 

http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/maps.cfm
http://irmaservices.nps.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape
http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/monitor/npscape/viewer/
http://irmaservices.nps.gov/ArcGIS/rest/services/


Using NPScape Map Services   Date: April 27, 2012 
 

4 
 
 

 
 

Click on a service to see more information about it.  There are several active links.  The View In: links 
open up the service data in ArcMap, ArcGIS Explorer, ArcGIS JavaScript, Google Earth, or ArcGIS.com 
Map application.  Legend will display any associated legend.   
 

 
There is also information about the spatial reference and initial extent of the service. 
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Clicking on the layer link will display more information about the layer(s) within the service, such as 
rendering class breaks and fields, if applicable. 
 
 

Connecting to a GIS Server 
1. In the ArcCatalog table of contents, expand the GIS Servers node and double-click Add ArcGIS 

Server. 
 

 
2. Select Use GIS Services from the next dialogue. 
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3. Enter the ArcGIS Server address for the NPScape services and click Finish. 

 
4. Once the connection to the ArcGIS server is made, a list of map services will be displayed.   
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5. The map services can be added to a map document through the Add Data dialogue. Select GIS 

Servers, then the NPScape services and folder, and then the service(s) to add. 
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Accessing Map Services using ArcGIS 

Adding a map service to a map document directly from the ArcGIS Services Directory 
 

1. Navigate to the Services Directory – http://irmaservices/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape 
 

 
 
2. Choose the service to add by clicking on the service link. 

 
3. Click the View In: ArcMap link to add the service as a layer in ArcMap. 

http://irmaservices/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape
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Accessing Map Services through Google Earth 

Adding a map service to Google Earth directly from the ArcGIS Services Directory 
1. Navigate to the Services Directory – http://irmaservices/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape 

 

 
2. Choose the service to add by clicking on the service link. 

 
3. Click the View In: Google Earth link to add the service as a layer in Google Earth. 

http://irmaservices/ArcGIS/rest/services/NPScape
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