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Water Quality and Hydrology Prince William Forest Park
Continuous forest habitat protects watershed Watershed

Prince William Forest Park is the largest protected
example of Piedmont forest in the National

Park System. The ~15,000 acre park in northern VA also protects
the Quantico Creek watershed, and is a sanctuary for numerous
native plant and animal species. Because the park includes two
physiographic provinces (Piedmont and Coastal Plain) and lies in
the transition zone between northern and southern climates, it has
a wide range of vegetative communities, including rare seepage
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swamp habitat and remote stands of old-growth eastern hemlock. Most of the Quantico Creek watershed lies within the park. The water
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Large intact forest provides valuable indicators of various ecological, biological, and physical processes that act on those
ecosystem processes resources. This site-specific data will provide parks the information
needed for ecologically sound management of the natural resources.
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threatened species. The confluence of diverse habitat types makes these routes through Prince William County.
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Prince William Forest Park protects water
quality in Quantico Creek. Research
being conducted in the park will help
determine the effect of encroachment
on water quality in this watershed.

Insect pests: wooly hemlock
adelgid and deer tick

Anderson Level 2 landcover map showing
surrounding encroachment to the
woodlands of Prince William Forest Park.
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The forest edge is being encroached by suburban development. Quantico Creek has good water quality.  Vegetation monitoring by park staff.
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