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This document explains how I&M geodatabases are organized, which components contain metadata, and recommended naming conventions. It also introduces and explains much of the obtuse terminology that ESRI uses within Arc8 to name GIS layers.
Personal geodatabase

This is the Microsoft Access database container (this is the *.mdb file) for all data tables and spatial data. The geodatabase contains all of the inventory location and event tables for one or more parks. It also holds one or more feature dataset (groups of GIS layers) for each park. In ArcGIS, the geodatabase looks like [image: image1.emf]

 and can be opened like a folder to reveal tables and feature datasets.  In MSAccess, the personal geodatabase icon looks like a regular database and can be opened in the usual way.

Metadata: Should be documented.

Name: <park_code><project_name>GDB

Example: HEHOExoPltGDB

Tables

These are the non-spatial data tables within the geodatabase. In ArcGIS, they will appear as [image: image2.emf]

 and can be added to ArcMap to establish joins and relates or to create event themes.
Metadata: Attributes should be documented.

Name:  (see I&M Natural Resources Database Template documentation for naming convention)

Examples: tblLocations, tluSpecies

Feature dataset

A feature dataset is a container for GIS layers (feature classes) that have the same “geography,” in other words they have the same projection and outer bounding box. In ArcGIS, feature dataset are shown with the [image: image3.emf]

 icon and can be opened like folders. Also, a feature dataset can be added as a group to an ArcMap session. In Access, a feature dataset is not visible or usable.
Metadata: do not document

Name: fds<geography_name>

Example: fdsHEHO

Feature classes

These are the actual GIS layers (what we used to call coverages or shapefiles) with the geodatabase. They hold points, lines, polygons, or any other advanced data structures, e.g. routes or regions. In ArcGIS, they are shown with several icons corresponding to the data structure type. In Access, the tables for these feature classes are visible and usable for relationships and queries. The Shape field, which shows up as “Long binary data” in Access, holds the actual coordinates of the feature. Note: do not add or delete records to these tables within Access.

Metadata: Should have complete FGDC and NBII metadata.

Name: fcl<project_name><Point, Line, or Polygon>

Example: fclExoPltPolygon

Other stuff

The geodatabase has several additional tables that are used to manage the geodatabase. They all have the GDB_* prefix. Do not change anything within these tables. For some geodatabases, these tables have been hidden.
