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Executive Summary 
 
As part of the National Park Service’s effort to “improve park management through greater 
reliance on scientific knowledge,” a primary role of the Inventory and Monitoring (I&M) 
Program is to collect, organize, and make available natural resource data and to contribute to the 
Service’s institutional knowledge by facilitating the transformation of data into information 
through analysis, synthesis, and modeling (http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/index.cfm). To meet 
these objectives, each I&M Network needs a decision support system that effectively stores, 
maintains, analyzes, and distributes the data, information and products of scientific work 
conducted at each of the network parks. Thus, a foundation of the I&M program is the strong 
emphasis placed on data and information management for which networks are expected to 
devote at least 30 percent of available resources. 
 
There are three primary sources of natural resources data of interest to the Southeast Coast 
Network (SECN) vital signs monitoring program: 
 
• Vital Signs monitoring data – Data collected during implementation of the long-term 

monitoring program following peer-reviewed protocols and standard operating procedures. 
Data collection is conducted on an ongoing (continuous), cyclic (once every few years), or 
synoptic (one point in time) schedule. 

• Project data – Data that are collected following standardized methods during a distinct time 
period with no expectation of recurrence following those same methods. Examples include 
baseline inventories, data collected during protocol development, and data collected during 
research by network, park, or cooperating personnel. Legacy datasets are also considered 
project data. 

• Incidental Observation Data – Data collected following no standardized protocol (e.g. 
opportunistic species observations). 

 
The information management strategy described in this document is focused upon data collected 
during the implementation of vital signs monitoring protocols although project and incidental 
observation data are discussed as well. Management of data, specimens, or archives outside of 
this scope is addressed elsewhere in existing National Park Service (NPS) or Park-specific 
standard operating procedures (SOPs). Where such SOPs do not exist the Network will develop 
procedures (or protocols) to appropriately and consistently manage those data. It is the intent of 
the SECN to develop an information management system that can accommodate vital signs 
monitoring data, as well as project and incidental observation data. 
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