April 23, 2010

Visit to the National Center for Atmospheric Research, 

Boulder, Colorado
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The National Center for Atmospheric Research, NCAR, was established in 1960 to serve as a focus for research on atmospheric and related science problems and is recognized for its scientific contributions to our understanding of the earth system, including climate change, changes in atmospheric composition, Earth-Sun interactions, weather formation and forecasting, and the impacts of all of these components on human societies.  NCAR's research is conducted in several principal disciplinary areas: atmospheric chemistry; mesoscale and microscale meteorology; solar and solar-terrestrial physics; and the linking of climate with other environmental systems. 
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At NCAR’s Mesa Lab, we will tour the supercomputing equipment as well as the NCAR Visualization Lab, a facility that gives researchers the capability to visualize massive data sets and numerical models. The lab is also a node on the AccessGrid, an ensemble of network and computing resources for geographically distributed scientific research. 
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In addition, the NCAR facilities sit against Boulder’s famous Flatirons and foothills, and  offer a trailhead to some of Boulder's most beautiful open space.  

 Schedule:  We will leave the Hilton lobby at 9:30 am, arriving in Boulder at around 10:30.  This will allow time for a quick hike in the adjacent open space, or viewing the miscellaneous NCAR public exhibits, plus time for lunch (bring your own or use the on-site cafeteria) . 

The guided tour begins at 1:00 and lasts approximately two hours.  We will leave NCAR at around 3:15 and be back at the Hilton by around 4:15. 

Two NPS vehicles will be available to accommodate 10-11 passengers. If you have a personal vehicle or rental car and are able to take additional passengers, please indicate on the signup sheet below.   Contact Margaret Beer or Peter Budde if you have questions.

	NPS Minivan
	NPS Taurus
	Other

	1 Margaret Beer
	1 Peter Budde
	

	2
	2
	

	3
	3
	

	4
	4
	

	5
	5
	

	6
	
	

	
	
	

	Other
	Other
	Other

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


