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 About NPSpecies 
A fundamental purpose of the National Park Service is to 
protect and maintain biological diversity within parks. 
Park managers, interpreters, planners, and scientists 
need basic information on species occurring in parks as a 
basis for making decisions, and for working with the 
public, other agencies, and the scientific community. 

NPSpecies, which is part of the IRMA Portal, houses 
park species lists for the National Park Service. It is a 
web based system that provides parks, and NPS, a way to 
build, manage, and share park species information. 

NPSpecies address:  https://irma.nps.gov/npspecies 

In NPSpecies you can download a park species list, print 
a species checklist for visitors, see other parks where a 
species occurs, and more. 

 
An example of a printable species checklist generated by 
NPSpecies for Rock Creek Park (in Adobe Acrobat format). 

You can view details associated with a species; for 
example, if it’s rare or abundant, native or non-native,  if 
it breeds in the park, is considered threatened or 
endangered (according to the Endangered Species Act), 
or if it has a special designation within a state. 

 
American pika (Ochotona princeps). Photo by Will Deacy. 

Most species records in NPSpecies have some form of 
associated evidence; that is, documentation that 
substantiates species presence in a park. Evidence can be 
either a report or publication, a documented 
observation, or a specimen or voucher that has been 
collected and verified. Evidence helps ensure the 
accuracy and credibility of the lists 

 Information in NPSpecies  
NPSpecies is a work in progress. Lists continue to 
change and improve as we learn more about species in 
parks.  

Much of the data currently in NPSpecies has been 
entered by Inventory and Monitoring Program 
networks. Sources of information include species 
inventories, monitoring projects, reports, publications, 
and museum collections. NPSpecies users can also 
submit suggestions on list additions or updates. 

Park species information belongs to the parks, and park 
staff are encouraged to update and improve their lists.  
The process is easy and straightforward. Talk to the 
“point of contact” for your park, who will get you 
started. To find your point of contact, in NPSpecies click 
on Parks, and select your park. You’ll then see the name 
of the person to contact. 

For More Information Contact: 
Margaret Beer 
Email: margaret_beer@nps.gov 
Phone: 970-267-2168   
 
Alison Loar 
Email: alison_loar@nps.gov 
Phone: 970-267-2112 

October 29, 2013 

https://irma.nps.gov/npspecies
mailto:margaret_beer@nps.gov
mailto:alison_loar@nps.gov
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