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Category Measure Phase Data Sourcea Years Resolution Coverageb 

Population Total 1 US Census Bureau 1990, 2000 Census block groups 
National (2000) 
Lower 48,  
   AK, HI (1990) 

 
Density 1 US Census Bureau 1990, 2000 Census block groups National 

 
Recent Change in Total  
and Density 

1 US Census Bureau 1990, 2000 Census block groups National 

 
Historic Change by 
County 

1 US Census Bureau 
1790-2000, by 
decade 

Varies Lower 48 

 

Projected Change by 
County: 
    Percent total 
    Density 

1 Varies, by State 
2010-2030, by 
decade 

Varies Lower 48, AK 

Housing Current Density 1 SERGoM 2000 100 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Recent Change in 
Density 

1 SERGoM 1990, 2000 100 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Historic Density 1 SERGoM 

1940-1990, by 
decade 

100 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Projected Density 1 SERGoM 

2010-2100, by 
decade 

100 meter cells Lower 48 

Roads 

Road Density: 
    Weighted 
    All roads 
    Major roads 

1 ESRI 
Varies, up to 
2003 

Varies National 

 

Distance from Roads: 
    All roads  
    Major roads 

1 ESRI 
Varies, up to 
2003 

Varies National 

 

Area without Roads,  
> 500 meters from: 
    All roads  
    Major roads 

1 ESRI 
Varies, up to 
2003 

Varies National 

 

Road Density: 
    Weighted 
    All roads 
    Major roads 

2 ESRI 
Varies, up to 
2005 

Varies 
National & 
Canada 
AK (all roads) 

 

Distance from Roads: 
    All roads  
    Major roads 

2 ESRI 
Varies, up to 
2005 

Varies 
National & 
Canada 
AK (all roads) 

Land cover 
Percent Natural vs. 
Converted 

1 NLCD 1992, 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48, AK, HI 

 
Change in Natural vs. 
Converted 

1 NLCD 1992, 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Area / Category 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48, AK, HI 

 
Percent Impervious 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48, HI 

 
Percent Natural vs. 
Converted 

2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 
Lower 48, 
Canada, Mexico 

 
Area / Category 2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 

Lower 48, 
Canada, Mexico 

 
Change / Category 2 C-CAP 

Varies, 1996, 
2001, 2005, 
2006 

30 meter cells 
National coastal 
and near-coastal 

 
Area / Category 2 C-CAP 

Varies, 1996, 
2001, 2005, 
2006 

30 meter cells 
National coastal 
and near-coastal 

Pattern Grassland Morphologyc 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Forest Morphology 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Patch Size (grassland)c 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Patch Size (forest) 1 NLCD 2001 30 meter cells Lower 48 

 
Grassland Morphology 2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 

Lower 48, AK, 
Canada, Mexico 

 
Forest Morphology 2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 

Lower 48, AK, 
Canada, Mexico 

 
Grassland Density 2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 

Lower 48, AK, 
Canada, Mexico 

 
Forest Density 2 NALC 2005 250 meter cells 

Lower 48, AK, 
Canada, Mexico 

Conservation 
Status 

Area Protected 1 PAD-US Varies Varies National 

 
Ownership Area / 
Category 

1 PAD-US Varies Varies National 

  Ownership 1 PAD-US Varies Varies National 
a See Methods (Standard Operating Procedures) for details concerning source data.   
b National coverage includes all 50 states, plus Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Northern Mariana Islands, and Guam.   
c Grassland pattern measures are not presently available for DE, DC, and MD. 
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