CLIMATE BREAKOUT GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS
NPS/UCLA CLIMATE CHANGE WORKSHOP
APRIL 27-28, 2011



Participants: 
Susan Teel, Dave Busch, Daniel Walton, Neil Berg, Kathryn McEachern, Stacey Ostermann-Kelm, Dan Cayan

Objectives:
	Informing management and local/regional understanding
	Parks as Sentinels of Environmental structure and change

Phenomena of Interest  (partial list)
	*Fog/Stratus
	*Wildfire
	*Hydrologic variability
	*Extreme events  (storms, waves, santa anas, floods, …)
	*“Phenology” of seasonal weather/climate influences

Key Questions
*how well do regional models predict microclimate in Parks?
	*does microclimate predict ecological distributions?
	
 Monitoring
	*Med Coast Ntwk to be congratulated in building and sustaining a climate monitoring program.   Continuous, climate quality observations are crucial resource, often for reasons we initially don’t envision.
	*Continue to review existing monitoring, identify gaps
	*Mindset might expand from Parks-alone to Parks and Partners 
	*Insitu observations are key to validate dyn and stat regional models, and develop further downscaling models
	*Manual observations are still a valuable source of observations
	*Value of automated stations, need to evaluate these records,
	*Potential to supplement existing high quality automated stations with less expensive stations and “farms” of small sensors, not necessarily real-time
	*value of monitoring along gradients of climate
	*integrate climate monitoring with plant/wildlife/etc monitoring
	*ocean monitoring—selective needs and access to “outside” information
	*wireless communications enable new forms of, and hi density of sensing
	*need for affordable, practical fog and precip sensing
	*value of high res models in extending and filling in conventional obs
	*possible augmentation of existing obs—e.g. foghorn hours??
	*opportunity to join/reinforce existing research/obs efforts—e.g. Santa Rosa  restoration/fog study.








Reporting/Dissemination (Annual Report)
	*Mediterranean Coast Network plus its SoCal neighborhood 
	*in addition to Park obs, include larger scale fields—e.g. clouds, atmospheric circulation, temperature, precipitation,….
	*add interpretation in a climate variability/chg context
	* reporting could collaborate with CSC, RISA,  academic and other units.
	*successively build a robust ann report on obs and climate interpretation
	*value of a larger web presence—e.g. winds in SAMO

Potential Collaborators—several established as well as student collaborators.

