How to create an inset on a map layout (e.g., a zoomed in area or an zoomed out overview area).  In this example our inset is going to be a zoomed in area for one of the fires in our fire polygon data later.

Add data to your Data Frame Layers that will be the main data in your map.  Rename the Layers Data Frame to something logical.
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Insert a second Data Frame.  This new Data Frame will be the inset Data Frame.  You can add data to this data frame.  I am going to add the same data as in my Park Boundary Data Frame.  I will select both layers by holding the shift key, right click and choose Copy.  
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I right click on the New Data Frame and choose Paste Layers.  
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Notice the new data frame is automatically Activated (name in Bold).You should rename the New Data Frame to a logical name (e.g., Project Area)

Tip:  to activate the other data frame, right click and choose Activate
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Click on Layout View
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The Park Boundary Data Frame displays as the main map layout and a smaller data frame was created for the Project Area Data Frame.  The size and position of this second data frame can be edited.  Activate the Park Boundary Data Frame to add a title, scale bar, legend, etc.
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To create an extent rectangle on the main map that shows the extent of the small inset, right click on the Park Boundary data frame and choose Properties.  Click on the Extent Rectangle tab and add the Project Area data frame by clicking on it and clicking the arrow button and OK.
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Now the main map has a red extent rectangle that shows where in the park the smaller data frame is displaying.  If you adjust the size of the small inset, the red rectangle will adjust with it.
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