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Are you looking for answers to questions like these? The NCPN can help.

«  Which animals and plants live in your park? .
«  What’s the size and elevation of your park? .
«  When and why was your park designated? .

«  What are the main challenges and threats to your — +

park’s natural resources?

Which plants tend to grow together, and where?
How might climate change affect your park?
Are weeds taking over your park?

Is the water in your park clean?

« Areyour park’s ecosystems healthy?

The Northern Colorado Plateau
Network, (NCPN) as part of
the National Park Service’s
Natural Resource Inventory & Mon-
itoring Program, conducts long-term
natural resource monitoring in 16 U.S.

national parks in order to assess the
condition of park ecosystems and de-

Invasive
exotic plants are a

velop a stronger scientific basis for nat-
ural resource stewardship and man-
agement. With support from park staff,
the network collects, analyzes, and
reports on long-term natural resource
data so park managers have access
to quality information as they make
decisions.

But our information isn’t just useful
for park decisionmakers. Our website
is full of material that can help you
populate your program or site bulletin
with quality resource knowledge. Here
are some examples.

At our website,
you can generate
a species list of
amphibians, birds, fish,

mammals, reptiles, or
vascular plants—or all of
the above—that live
in your park.

Use our vegetation
mapping briefs to
get an idea of which
vegetation types and
communities are found

potentially devastating

threat at many national
parks. See if we monitor them
at your park, then check the

reports to see which invasives
are a problem at your park,
and whether things are
getting better or
worse.
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Northern Colorado Plateau Network: http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/ncpn/
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Water quality is

important to visitors and
natural systems alike. Check
- the section for your park in our
* most recent report to see if your
*water is pristine or if there are

*. issues that visitors should be

: aware of.
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For general
information about
your park, its resources, and
its management challenges, visit
http://go.nps.gov/INCPNparks and
choose your park. At your park’s page,
you'll find some basic information about
the park, its significance, and its natural
resources. For more detailed information,
follow the link to “Park Biophysical
Description.” At the bottom of the
page, you'll find links to everything
we've published that has to do
with your park.

Want to
talk about climate
change? Consult our two
briefs, Climate Change in
the Northern Colorado Plateau

Network and Plant Responses to
Climate Change in the Northern
Colorado Plateau Network.

For park-specific climate-change
projections, David Thoma may
be able to assist you.

Want to know more? The NCPN monitors air quality,
big rivers, climate, invasive exotic plants, landbirds,
landscape dynamics, phenology, springs and seeps,
terrestrial vegetation and soils, wadeable streams,
and water quality at parks across four states. For an
overview of what we’ve been doing in your park,
check out our park briefs.

To learn more about us, read our program brief or
watch our overview movie.

To find out what we're up to from day to day,
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