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Cedar Butte 
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Getting there 
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Rocky Mountain Juniper  
Woodland 
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Habitat and Distribution 

- Rocky mountain juniper 
woodland 
- Shade 
- Relatively Moist 
- Sparse Understory  
vegetation, including 
moss, yellow sweetclover, 
western wheatgrass 
- Sandstone and 
Limestone parent material 
for soil 
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Top of Cedar Butte 
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Western Wheatgrass and Green Needlegrass 



Plans 

1. Return trip once a year in the spring 
2. Collect sample for herbarium 
3. Collect sample for isozyme analysis at Iowa State 
University 
4. Press release 
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Spurge Flax (Thymelaea 
passerina) at Badlands National 
Park - Update 
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Area included  
in Spurge flax 
map 

Grace Kostel,  
BHSU, 2008 
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 36.23 Acres infested in 2009 



History 

2008 – Discovered Conata Basin, National Grasslands 
2009 - Discovered Badlands National Park  
2010 ~ 40 acres infested Badlands National Park 
   Herbicide screen 
2011 ~ herbicide screen destroyed by hail ~ 40- 80   
  acres infested Badlands National Park 
  ~ 200 acres infested Conata Basin Grasslands 
2012 – Very few plants – one in Badlands NP 
            Dry spring weather inhibits germination. 



Fall is the best time for 
identification 

Northeast Badlands NP November 18, 2011 



Northeast Badlands NP November 18, 2011 



Northeast Badlands NP November 18, 2011 



Conata Basin November 30, 2011 



Conata Basin November 30, 2011 



Conata Basin November 30, 2011 



Only a few plants found in 2012 

Conata Basin August 22, 2012 



Conata Basin August 22, 2012 



Near Utica, SD 

November 10, 2011 



Plans 

 If spurge flax emerges in 2013 
 Try herbicide screen again in 2013 
 Pursue funding to support herbicide scrren 
 Treat infested areas with Escort  
 Measure seed bank 

 Pursue funding for a research project 
 Work with SDSU extension dispersing information on 

this weed. 
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