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The Meadows 
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Durrance 

The Window 

867 feet 



Climbing Devils Tower 

• > 200 routes 
• ~4,000-5,000 climbers / year 
• >1,000 climb Durrance 
• Most climbers who summit 

travel through the Meadows 
• Difficulty from 5.6 – 5.13 
• Voluntary June closure 



What’s Up There? 
Flora on the Tower Summit 

21 species identified in 1992 
9 grass, 8 forb, 4 shrub 

Most common plants: 
Fringed sage (Artemisia frigida) 
Sandberg bluegrass (Poa secunda) 
Cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum) 
Needle and thread (Hesperostipa comata) 
Bluebunch wheatgrass (Agropyron spicatum) 
Prairie Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha) 
Big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) 
Blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis) 
Plains pricklypear (Opuntia  polycantha) 
Wax currant (Ribes cereum) 
Needleleaf sedge (Carex stenophylla) 
 
 
 From:  A Description of the Vascular Flora and Mammal 

Fauna and the Effects of Human Disturbance on the 
Summit of Devils Tower (Driese and Roth, 1992) 





Climbing Biotech Project 
 
 • Three-year project (2012-2014) 
• Funded through fee revenue 
• Exotic plant treatment 
• Educational component 
• Unique combination of skills 
 



Heather and Jena (2012) 

Jennifer (2013) 

Phil (2013) 





2012: 
• 189,300 ft2 treated in vertical 

areas 
• 2 acres chemically treated on 

approaches 
• Primarily Canada thistle,  

musk thistle, Scotch thistle, 
houndstongue, and common 
mullein 

2013: 
• 133,172 ft2 treated in vertical areas 
• 1 ½ acres on summit 
• 9,096 plants removed 
• ~10 lbs of cheatgrass 
• 65 acres chemically treated 

2013 Mechanical Treatment 













 
Climber Education 

 



Future Plans: 
• Continue treatment in 2014 
• Ongoing climber education 
• Repeat 1992 summit survey 
• Survey the Meadows 
 



Thank you! 
Angela Wetz 
    - former DETO Chief of Resource Management 
Climbing Biotechs 
    - Phil Knecht, Jennifer Shannon, Heather Rietz, and Jena Christiansen 
Devils Tower Climbers  
    - for helping to prevent the spread! 
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