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Preface to 2012 KM_B field observer forms 

In interpreting these forms, the following information may be useful: 
1. At the request of one of the observers, murrelets flying too quickly across the transect for 

distance and angle to be estimated were episodically called to the recorder, who noted them on 

some field observer forms.  Such observations do not fit the strictures of the monitoring 

protocol, but it was thought these notes might possibly be of future use for other purposes.  

They are recorded on the forms as behavior/group size/species.  For example, F2M was the 

shorthand used for Flying 2 Marbled. 

2. Because the frequency of observation can be so high in the field, corrections called in for 

observations already saved – even observations a few seconds old – cannot be immediately 

edited into the database, as this would require pausing the survey to make each correction.  

Instead, the correction is noted on the field observer form along with the approximate 

timestamp of the original recorded observation.  These are then applied at the end of the 

transect or, if conditions require, at the quality control process following the field work.  By way 

of illustration, a notation of “16:33 2U SB 2M” is shorthand for the correction “at the 

observation stamped at time 16:33, 2 unidentified species murrelets should be 2 marbled 

murrelets.” 

3. Transect 008 was originally begun on 7/12 at 17:39.  It was quickly stopped and was restarted 

from the beginning at a later time.  The form reflecting the original attempt covering 17:39 

through 17:41 should be ignored.  Its values were removed from the database. 

4. Transect 020 had to be aborted on 7/10 due to weather conditions that were beyond those 

required by the protocol.  It was redone on 7/11.  The 7/10 form should be ignored.  The 

database was expunged of the 7/10 observations. 

5. Transect 024 had to be truncated due to ice conditions.  The data obtained up to the icing point 

were retained. 

6. Transect 025 was not attempted.  It was totally locked in ice. 

7. On 7/7 it was quickly determined there was a significant fault in the recording software. Per 

protocol, the data recorder reverted to entering observations manually on paper and collecting 

locations by handheld GPS.  Transects recorded this way were 301, 302, 303, and 304.  Program 

staff subsequently decided that the lower accuracy of manual recording and the significant time 

required to transcribe and verify the hand records were undesirable.  Resources were available, 

however, to resurvey those transects on 7/12 using automated data capture.  The final database 

reflects only the 7/12 observations of 301 through 304. 

8. Forms whose data were totally disqualified for reasons explained above have a pink slash across 

them.  They are still included here in order to preserve the complete record of field activities. 


























































































































